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PREFACE. 



The singular circumstance, that the nanie of 
an outlawed individual of the twelfth or thir- 
teenth century should continue traditionally 
popular, be chanted in ballads, and, as one may 
say, 

Familiar in our mouth as household words, 

at the end of the eighteenth, excited the editors 
curiosity to retrieve all the historical or poetical 
remains concerning him that could be met with: 
an object which he has occasionally pursued 
for many years ; and of which pursuit he now 
publishes the result He cannot, indeed, pre- 
tend that his researches, extensive as they must 
appear, have been attended with all the success 
he could have wished; but, at the same time, 
it ought to be acknowledged that many poetical 
pieces, of great antiquity and some merit, are 
deservedly rescued from oblivion. 

The materials collected for " the life" of this 
celebrated character, which are either preserved 
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at large, or carefully referred to, in the ^' notes 
and illustrations/' are not, it must be confessed^ 
in every instance, so important, so ancient, or, 
perhaps, so authentic, as the subject seems to 
demand; although the compiler may be per- 
mitted to say, in humble second-hand imitation 
of the poet Martial : 

Some there are good, some middling, and some iMid ; 
Bat yet they were the best that could be had. 

Desirous to omit nothing that he could find 
upon the subject, he has everywhere faithfully 
vouched and exhibited his authorities, such as 
they are: it would, therefore, seem altogether 
uncandid or unjust to make him responsible for 
the want of authenticity of such of them as may 
appear liable to that imputation. 
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enquirer as none but real and authenticated facts 
will content. We must," he says, " take his story 
as we find it." He accordingly gives us nothing 
but two or three trite and trivial extracts, with which 
every one, at all curious about the subject, was as 
well acquainted as himself. It is not, at the same 
time, pretended, that the present attempt promises 
more than to bring together the scattered fragments 
to which the learned historian alludes. This, how- 
ever, has been done, according to the best of the 
compilers information and abilities ; and the result 
is, with a due sense of the deficiency of both, sub- 
mitted to the readers candour. 

Robin Hood was bom at Locksley, in the county 
of Nottingham, (A) in the reign of king Henry the 
second, and about the year of Christ 1160 (B). 
His extraction was noble, and his true name Robert 
FiTzooTH, which vulgar pronunciation easily cor- 
rupted into Robin Hood (C). He is frequently 
stiled, and commonly reputed to have been Earl 
OF Huntingdon ; a title to which, in the latter 
part of his life, at least, he actually appears to have 
had some sort of pretension (D). In his youth he 
is reported to have been of a wild and extravagant 
disposition ; insomuch that, his inheritance being 
consumed or forfeited by his excesses, and his person 
outlawed for debt, either from necessity or choice, 
he sought an asylum in the woods and forests, with 
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which immense tracts, especially in the northern 
parts of the kingdom, were at that time covered (E). 
Of these he chiefly affected Barnsdale, in Yorkshire, 
Sherwood, in Nottinghamshire, and, according to 
some, Plompton-park, in Cumberland (F). Here 
be either found, or was afterward joined by, a 
number of persons in similar circumstances ; 

" Such as the fury of ungovern'd youth 
Thrust from the company of awful men :" (• F) 

who appear to have considered and obeyed him as 
their chief or leader, and of whom his principal 
favourites, or those in whose courage and fidelity 
he most confided, were Little John, (whose surname 
is said to have been Nailor,) William Scadlock 
(Scathelock or Scarlet), George a Green, pinder (or 
pound-keeper) of Wakefield, Much, a millers son, 
and a certain monk or frier named Tuck (G). He 
is likewise said to have been accompanied in his re- 
treat by a female, of whom he was enamoured, and 
whose real or adopted name was Marian (H). 

His company, in process of time, consisted of a 
hundred archers ; men, says Major, most skilful in 
battle, whom four times that number of the boldest 
fellows durst not attack (I). His manner of recruit- 
ing was somewhat singular ; for, in the words of an 
old writer, " whersoever he hard of any that were of 
unusual strength and * hardines,^ he would desgyse 
himselfe, and, rather then fayle, go lyke a begger to 
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become acquaynted with them ; and, after he had 
tryed them with fyghting; never give them over 
tyl he had used means to drawe [them] to lyve after 
his fashion" (J) : a practice of which numerous in- 
stances are recorded in the more common and 
popular songs, where, indeed, he seldom fails to 
receive a sound beating. In shooting with the long" 
bow, which they chiefly practised, " they excelled 
all the men of the land ; though, as occasion re- 
quired, they had also other weapons" (K). 

In these forests, and with this company, he for 
many years reigned like an independant sovereign ; 
at perpetual war, indeed, with the king of England, 
and all his subjects, with an exception, however, of 
the poor and pieedy, and such as were " desolate 
and oppressed," or stood in need of his protection. 
When molested, by a superior force, in one place, 
he retired to another, still defying the power of what 
was called law and government, and making his 
enemies pay dearly, as well for their open attacks, 
as for their clandestine treachery. It is not, at the 
same time, to be concluded that he must, in this 
opposition, have been guilty of manifest treason or 
rebellion ; as he most certainly can be justly charged 
with neither. An outlaw, in those times, being de- 
prived of protection, owed no allegiance : " his 
hand ' was' against every man, and every mans 
hand against him" (L). These forests, in short, 
were his territories; those who accompanied and 
adhered to him his subjects : 
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Arden, and a many merry men with him ; and there 
they live like the old Robin Hood of England; 
. . . and fleet the time carelessly as they did in the 
golden world." Their gallant chief, indeed, may be 
presumed to have frequently exclaimed with the 
banished Valentine, in another play of the same 
author : • 

*' How use doth breed a habit in a man ! 
This shadowy desert, unfrequented woods, 
I better brook than flourishing peopled towns : 
Here can I sit alone, unseen of any» 
And, to the nightingales complaining notes. 
Tune my distresses, and record my woes." 

He would, doubtless, too often find occasion to add: 

" What hallooing and what stir is this to-day 1 
These are my mates, that make their wills their law. 
Have some unhappy passenger in chace : 
They love me well ; yet I have much to do, 
To keep them from uncivil outrages." 

But, on the other hand, it will be at once difficult 
and painful to conceive. 



-When they did hear 



The rain and wind beat dark December, how. 
In that their pinching cave, they could discourse 
The freezing hours away ! (M) 

Their mode of life, in short, and domestic (Economy, 
of which no authentic particulars have been even 

• Two Gentlemen of Verona, act 5. scene 4. 
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traditionally preserved, are more easily to be guessed 
at than described. They have, nevertheless, been 
elegantly sketched by the animating pencil of an 
excellent, though neglected poet. 

" The merry pranks he play'd, would ask an age to tell, 
And the adventures strange that Hobin Hood befell, 
When Mansfield many a time for Robin hath been laid. 
How he hath cousen'd them, that him would have betray'd ; 
How often he hath come to Nottingham disguis'd. 
And cunningly escap'd, being set to be surpriz'd. 
In this our spacious isle, I think there is not one. 
But he hath heard some talk of him and little John ; 
And to the end of time, the tales shall ne'er be done, 
Of Scarlock, George a Green, and Much the miller's son. 
Of Tuck the merry friar, which many a sermon made 
In praise of Robin Hood, his out-laws, and their trade. 
An hundred valiant men had this brave Robin Hood, 
Still ready at his call, that bow-men were right good, 
All clad in Lincoln green, (N) with caps of red and blue. 
His fellow's winded horn not one of them but knew. 
When setting to their lips their little beugles shrill. 
The warbling ecchos wak'd from every dale and hill. 
Their bauldricks set with studs, athwart their shoulders cast. 
To which under their arms th^r sheafs were buckled fast, 
A short sword at their belt, a buckler scarce a span. 
Who struck below the knee, not counted then a man : 
All made of Spanish yew, their bows were wondrous strong ; 
They not an arrow drew, but was a cloth-yard long. 
Of archery they had the very perfect craft. 
With broad-arrow, or but, or prick, or roving shaft. 
At marks full forty score, they us'd to prick, and rove. 
Yet higher than the breast, for compass never strove ; 
Yet at the farthest mark a foot could hardly win : 
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At long-outs, short, and lioyles, each one could cleave the pin : 

Their arrows finely pair'd, for timber, and for feather. 

With birch and brazil piec'd to fly in any weather ; 

And shot they with the round, the square, or forked pile. 

The loose gave such a twang, as might be heard a mile. 

And of these archers brave, there was not any one. 

But he could kill a deer his swiftest speed upon. 

Which they did boil and roast, in many a mighty wood. 

Sharp hunger the fine sauce to their more kingly food. 

Then taking them to rest, his merry men and he 

Slept many a summer's night under the greenwood tree. 

From wealthy abbots chests, and churls abundant store. 

What oftentimes he took, he shar'd amongst the poor : 

No lordly bishop came in lusty Robin's way. 

To him before he went, but for his pass must pay : 

The widow in distress he graciously relieved. 

And remedied the wrongs of many a virgin griev*d : (O) 

He from the husband's bed no married woman wan. 

But to his mistress dear, his loved Marian, 

Was ever constant known, which wheresoe'er she came. 

Was sovereign of the woods ; chief lady of the game : 

Her clothes tuck'd to the knee, and dainty brsuded hair, 

With bow and quiver arm'd, she wander'd here and there. 

Amongst the forests wild ; Diana never knew 

Such pleasures, nor such harts as Mariana slew."* 

•That our hero and his companions, while they 
lived in the woods, had recourse to robbery for their 
better support is neither to be concealed nor to be 
denied. Testimonies to this purpose, indeed, would 
be equally endless and unnecessary. Fordun, in 
the fourteenth century, calls him, ^^ ille famosissimus 
slccarius/* that most celebrated robber, and Major 

* Drayton's Polyolbibn, song xxvi. 
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terms bim and Little John, ^* famatissimi latrones.** 
But it is to be remembered, according to the. con- 
fession of the latter historian, that, in these exertions 
of power, he took away the goods of rich men only; 
never killing any person, unless he was attacked or 
resisted : that he would not suffer a woman to be 
maltreated ; nor ever took any thing from the poor, 
but charitably fed them with the wealth he drew 
from the abbots. I disapprove, says he, of the rapine 
of the man : but he was the most humane and the 
prince of all robbers (* O). In allusion, no doubt, 
to this irregular and predatory course of life, he has 
had the honour to be compared to the illustrious 
[Wallace, the champion and deliverer of his country; 
and that, it is not a little remarkable, in the latters 
own time (P). 

Our hero, indeed, seems to have held bishops, 
abbots, priests, and monks, in a word, all the clergy, 
regular or secular, in decided aversion. 

" These byshoppes and thyse arcfaebyshoppes. 
Ye shall them bete and bynde," 

was an injunction carefully impressed upon his fol- 
lowers. The abbot of Saint Marys, in York, (Q) 
from some unknown cause, appears to have been 
distinguished by particular animosity ; and the sheriff 
of Nottinghamshire, (R) who may have been too 
active and officious in his endeavours to apprehend 
biro, was the unremitted object of his vengeance. 
Notwithstanding, however, the aversion in which 
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he appeals to have held the deigy of every denomi- 
nation, he was a man of exemplary ptety, according 
to the notions of that age, and retained a domestic 
chaplain (frier Tnck no donbt) for the diurnal cele- 
iMration of the divine mysteries. This we learn from 
an anecdote preserved by Fordnn, (S) as an instance 
of those actions which the historian allows to deserve 
commendation. One day, as he heard mass, which 
he was most devoutly accustcMned to do, (nor would 
he, in whatever necessity, suffer the office to be in- 
torupted,) he was espied by a certain sheriff and 
officers belcNdging to the king, who had frequently 
before molested him, in that most secret recess of 
the wood where he was at mass. Some of his people, 
who perceived what was going forward, advised him 
to fly with all speed, which, out of reverence to the 
sacrament, which he was then most devoutly wor- 
shiping, he absolutely refused to do. But the rest 
of his men having fled for fear of death, Robin, 
confiding solely in him whom he reverently worshiped, 
with a very few, who by chance were present, set 
upon his enemies, whom he easily vanquished ; and, 
being enriched with their spoils and ransom, he 
always held the ministers of the church and masses 
in greater veneration ever after, mindful of what is 
vulgarly said : 

Him god does surely hear 
Who dt to th' mass gives ear. 

Having, for a long series of years, maintained a 
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sort of independent sovereignty, and set kings, judges, 
and magistrates at defiance, a proclamation was 
published, (T) offering a considerable reward for 
bringing him in either dead or alive ; which, how^ 
ever, seems to have been productive of no greater 
success than former attempts for that purpose. At 
length, the infirmities of old age increasing upon 
him, (U) and desirous to be relieved, in a fit of sick- 
ness, by being let blood, he applied for that purpose 
to the prioress of Kirkleys-nunnery in Yorkshire, his 
relation, (women, and particularly religious women, 
being, in those times, somewhat better skilled in 
surgery than the sex is at present,) by whom he was 
treacherously suffered to bleed to death. This event 
happened on the 18th of November, 1247, being the 
31st year of king Henry III. and (if the date assigned 
to his birth be correct) about the 87th of his age(U). 
He was interred under some trees, at a short distance 
from the house ; a stone being placed over his grave, 
with an inscription to his memory (V). 

Such was the end of Robin Hood : a man who, in 
a barbarous age, and under a complicated tyranny, 
displayed ^a„g ^rit of freedom and independence, 
which has endeared him to the common peopfe, 
whose cause he maintained, (for all opposition to 
tyranny is the cause of the people,) and, in spite of 
the malicious endeavours of pitiful monks, by whom 
history was consecrated to the crimes and follies of 
titled ruffians and sainted idiots, to suppress all 



XVi TBI. iirE OT 

record of hk pstiiotic exeitiaiis sdg Tntooas acts, 
irill render lis name inaBOBtaL 

With reepect to hj ^perepnal ciiararte : it k snffi- 
^ eiendr erkieiit lixal be was acth^ brave, prodiaity 
patient; posaessed of nncomiDon bodily strengtkyand 
eonmden}.^ militaiy fikUl ; just, g^enercms, benevo- 
led, faithful, and belored or re vered by bis ioDovers 
or adberente for bis excellent and amiaUe qualities. 
Fordmi, a priest, extols bis piety. Major (as we bave 
aeeo) pronoimoeE bim tbe most bumane andlbe prince 
ci all robbers ; aiMi Camden, vbose testiiDcny is of 
aome weigbt, calls bim ** pr^tdonem wdtisfummmy** 
die gentlest of tbieres. As proo£s of bis wurersal 
and sin^lar popularity : bis stoxy and exploits bave 
been maxie tbe subject as well of Tarioss dramatic 
exibitioiis (W), as of innumerable poems, rimes, 
songs and ballads (X) : be bas given rise to difers 
pixnreibs (T) ; and to swear by bim, or some of bis 
companions, appears to bave been a usual (xactice 
(Z) : bis songs bave been cbanted on tbe most solemn 
occasions ( AA) ; bis service sometimes preferred to 
tbe word of god (BB): be may be regarded as tbe 
patron of arcbery (CC) : and, tbougb not actually 
canonized, (a situation to wbicb tbe miracles wroogbt 
in bis favour, as well in bis lifetime as after bis 
death, and tbe supernatural powers be is, in some 
parts, supposed to bave possessed (DD), give bim an 
indisputable claim,) be obtained tbe principal dis- 
tinction of sainthood, in having a festival allotted to 
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him, and solemn games instituted in honour of his 
memory, which were celebrated till the latter end of 
the sixteenth century; not by the populace only, 
but by kings or princes and grave magistrates ; and 
that as well in Scotland as in England ; being con- 
sidered, in the former country, of the highest poli- 
tical importance, and essential to the civil and 
religious liberties of the people, the efforts of govern- 
ment to suppress them frequently producing tumult 
and insurrection (EE): his bow, and one of his 
arrows, his chair, his cap, and one of his slippers, 
were preserved, with peculiar veneration, till within 
the present century (FF) ; and not only places which 
afforded him security or amusement, but even the 
well at which he quenched his thirst, still retain his 
name (GG): a name which, in the middle of the 
present century, was conferred as a singular distinc- 
tion upon the prime minister to the king of Mada- 
gascar (HH). 

After his death his company was dispersed. His- 
tory is silent in particulars : all that we can, there- 
fore, learn is, that the honour of Little Johns death 
and burial is contended for by rival nations (II); 
that his grave continued long " celebrous for the 
yielding of excellent whetstones ;" and that some of 
his descendants, of the name of Nailor, which he 
himself bore, and they from him, were in being so 
late as the last century (KK). 
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TO IN THE FOREGOING LIFE. 



(a) ^ Former biographers," &c.] Such, that is, as have 
already appeared in print, since a sort of manuscript life in 
the Sloane libraiy will s^pear to have been of some service. 
The first of these respectable personages is the author, or 
rather compiler, of ^ The noble birth and gallant atchieve- 
ments of that remarkable outlaw Robin Hood ; together 
with a true account, of the many merry extravagant exploits 
he plajred ; in twelve several stories : newly collected by an 
ingenidus antiquary. London, printed by W. O." [William 
Onley.] 4to. black letter, no date. These ^ several stories,'' 
in &ct, are only so many of the songs in the common 
Garland transposed ; and the ^ ingenious antiquary,*' who 
strui^ them together, has known so litQe of his trade, that 
he sets out with informing us of his heros banishment by 
kii^ Henry the eighth. The above is supposed to be the 
" small meny book" called Robin Hood, mentioned in a 
list of '' books, ballads, and histories, printed for and sold 
by William Thackeray at the Angel in Duck-lane," (about 
1680,) preserved in one of the volumes of old baUads (part 
of Bagfords collection) in the British Museum. 

Another piece of biography, fiom which much will not be 
expected, is, ^ The lives and heroick atchievements of the 
renovnied Robin Hood, and James Hind, two noted robbers 
and highwaymen. London, 1752." 8vo. This, however, 
is probably nothing more than an extract from Johnsons 
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^ liyes of the Mgfawaymen/' in which, as a specimen of the 
authois historical authenticity, we have the life and actions 
of that noted robber, sir John Falstaff. 

The principal if not sole reason why our hero is never 
once mentioned by Matthew Paris, Benedictus Abbas, or 
any other ancient English historian, was most probably^his 
avowed enmity to churchmen ; and history, in former times, 
was written by none but monks. They were unwilling to 
praise the actions which they durst neither misrepresent nor 
deny. Fordim and Major, however, being foreigners, have 
not been deterred by this professional spirit from rendering 
homage to his virtues. 

(A) ^<— ^was bom at Locksley in the county of Notting- 
ham.'^] ^ Robin hood,'' says a MS. in the British Museum, 
(Bib. Sloan. 715.) vrritten, as it seems, toward the end of 
the sixteenth century, '^ was borne at Lockesley in Yorkshyre, 
or after others in Nottinghamshire.'' The writer here labours 
under manifest ignorance and confusion, but the first row 
of the rubric will set him right : 

" In Lockflly town, in merry Nottinghanuhire} 

In merry sweet Loduily town, 
There bold Robin Hood was bom and was bred. 

Bold Robin of fiunouB renown."* 

Dr. Fuller (Worthies of England, 1662, p. 320.) is doubtful 
as to the place of his nativity. Speaking of the ^^ Memorable 
Persons" of Nottinghamshire, " Robert Hood," says he, 
" (if not by birth) by his chief abode this countiy-man." 

The name of such a town as Locksley, or Loxley (for so, 
we sometimes find it spelled), in the county of Nottingham 
or of York, does not, it must be confessed, occur either in 
sir Henry Spelmans Villare Anglicum, in Adams's Index 

• See Part II. Ballad 1. 
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villaris, in Wbatleys Englands Gazetteer,* in Thorotons 

History of Nottinghamshire, or in the Nomina villarum 

Eboracensium (York, 1768, 8vo). The silence of these 

authorities is not, however, to be regarded as a conclusive 

proof that such a place never existed. The names of tovms 

and villages, of which no trace is now to be found but in 

ancient writings, would fill a volume. » 

(B) — ** in the reign of king Henry ^the second, and about 

the year of Christ 1160.] " Robin Hood," according to the 

Sloane MS. " was borne ... in the dayes of Henry the 2nd 

about the yeare 1160.*' This was the 6»h year of that 

monarch ; at whose death (anno 1189) he would, of course, 

be about 29 years of age. Those writers are therefore pretty 

correct who represent him as playing his pranks (Dr. Fullers 

phrase) in the reign of king Richard the first, and, according 

to the last^-named autlior, " about the year of our lord 

1200."t Thus Mair (who is followed by Stowe, Annales 

1592, p. 227.) " Circa hsec tempora [sci. Ricardi I.] ut 

auguror,*' &e. A MS. note in the museum (Bib. H-ar. 1233.) 

not, in Mr. Wanleys opinion, to be relyed on, places him 

in the same period, "Temp. Rich. I." Nor is Fordun 

altogether out of his reckoning in bringing him down to the 

time of Henry III. as we shall hereafter see ; and with him 

agrees Andrew of Wyntowne, in his " Oryginale cronykil,'' 

written about 1420, which, at the year 1283,has the following 

lines : 

" Lytil Jhan and Robyne Hude 
Wayth-men were oominendyd gad : 
In Yngil-wode and Bamysdale 
Thai oysyd all this tyme thare trawale." 

* An three mention a Loxley in WarwiclLshire, and ano^er in 
StaflfordBhire (" near Needwood-forest; the manor and seat of the 
Kinardflleys.") 

t It is 1100 in die original, but that is clearly an error of the preM. 



KOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. XXI 

A modern writer, (Histoiy of Whitby, by Lionel Charlton, 
York, 1779, 4to.) though of no authority in this point, 
has done well enough to speak of him as living ^' in the 
days of abbot Richard and Peter his successor;^' that is, 
between the years 1176 and 1211. The author of the two 
plays upon the story of our hero, of which a particular ac- 
eount will be hereafter given, makes him contemporary with 
king Richard, who, as well as his brother prince John, is 
introduced upon the scene ; which is confirmed by another 
play, quoted in note (D). Warner, also, in his Albions 
England, 1602. p. 132. refers his existence to " better dales, 
first Richards daies.^' This, to be sure, may not be such 
evidence as would be sufficient to decide the point in a 
court of justice ; but neither judge nor counsel will dispute 
the authority of that oracle of the law sir Edward Coke, 
who pronounces that '^ This Robert Hood lived in the reign 
of king R. I." (3 Institute, 197.) 

We must not therefore regard what is said by such writers 
as the author of " George a Greene, the pinner of Wake- 
field," 1599, (see note (G) who represents our hero as con- 
temporary with king Edward IV.* and the compiler of a 
foolish book called '^ The noble birth, &c. of Robin Hood,'' 
(see note (a) who commences it by informing us of his 
banishment by king Henry VIII. As well indeed might 
we suppose him to have lived before the time of Charlemagne, 
because sir John Harington, in his translation of the 
Orlando fiirioso, 1590. p. 391. has made 

** Duke ' AmmoD in great wrafh thus wise ' to ' gpeaike. 

This is a Tale indeed of Robin Hood, 

Which to beleeve, might show my wits but weake :" 

or to imagine his story must have been ^miliar to Plutarch, 

• King Edward, it is true, is introduced in the " Lytell geste/' &c. 
but the aoUior has unquestionably meant Oxe^rst of that name. 

VOL. I. C 
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because in his Morals, translated by Dr. Philemon Holland^ 
1603. p. 644. we read the following passage : ^ Evenso 
[i. e. as the crane and fox serve each other in i£sop], when 
learned men at a table plmige and drowne themselves (as it 
were) in subtile problemes and questions interlaced with 
Ipgicke, which the vulgar sort are not able for their lives to 
comprehend and conceive ; whiles they also againe for their 
part come in with their foolish songs, and vain ballads of 
Robin-Uood and Little John, telling tales of a tubbe, or of 
a roasted horse, and such like." Who, indeed, would be 
apt to think that his skill in archery was knovm to Virgil ? 
And yet, as interpreted by our facetious friend Mr. Charles 
Cotton, he telb us, that 

** Cupid was a little tyny, 
Cogging, lying, peeyish nynny ; 
But with a bow the shit-breecht elf 
Would shoot like Robin Hood himself." 

In a word, if we are to credit translators, he must have 
existed before the siege of Troy : for thus, according to one 
of Homers : 

" Then came a choice companion 
Of Robin Hood and Little John, 
Who many a buclc. and many a doe^ 
In Sherwood forest, with his bow. 
Had nabb'd ; beliere me it is true, sir. 
The fellows Christian name was Teucer.'' 

lUad, by Bridges, 4to. p. 231.* 

This last supposition, indeed, has even the respectable coun- 
tenance of dan Geoffrey Chaucer : 

" Pandarus answerde, it may be well mough» 
And held with him of all that ever he saied, 

* Thus, likewise, in a much earlier version from the same immortal 
bard (Homer a la mode, 1664), we read of 

** greate ApoUo, who's as good 

At pricks and buts as Bobin Hood." 
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But in hifl hart he thought, and soft lough. 
And to faimaelfe full soberly he saied. 
From haseUwood there Jolly Robin plaied. 
Shall come all that thou abidest here. 
Ye, lartwdl all the snow of feme yere." 

TnHlus (B. 5.) Speghts edition, 1602. 

(C) ^ His extraction was noble, and his true name Robert 
Fitzooth/'] In " an olde and auncient pamphlet/' which 
Grafton the chronicler had seen, it was written that " This 
man discended of a noble parentage/' The Sloane MS. 
aays " He was of ... . parentage ;" and though the material 
word islUegible, the sense evidently requires noble. So, like- 
wise, the Harleian note : '' It is said that he was of noble 
blood.'' Leland also has expressly termed him ^^nobilis." 
(Collectanea, I. 54.) The following account of his family 
will be found sufficiently particular. Ralph Fitzothes, or 
Fitzooth, a Norman, who had come over to England wilb 
William Rufus, marryed Maud or Matilda, daughter of 
G^bert de Gaunt earl of Kyme and Lindsey, by whom be 
had two sons : Philip, afterward earl of Kyme, that earldom 
being part of his mothers dowry, and William. Philip the 
elder, dyed without issue ; William was a ward to Robret 
de Vere earl of Oxford, in whose household he received his 
education, and who, by the kings express command, gave 
him in marriage to his own niece, the youngest of the tiiree 
daughters of the celebrated lady Roisia de Vere, daughter 
of Aubrey de Vere, earl of Guisnes in Normandy, and lord 
high chamberlain of England under Henry I. and of Adeliza, 
daughter to Richard de Clare, earl of Clarence and Hertford, 
by Payn de Beauchamp baron of Bedford her second hus- 
band. The offspring of this marriage was our hero, Robert 
Fitzooth, commonly called Robin Hood. (See Stukeleys 
Palxographia Britannica, No. I. passim.) 

A writer in the Gentleman's magazine, for March 1793, 
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under the signature D. H.* pretends that Hood is only a 
comiption of " o' th* wood, q. d. of Sherwood." This, to be 
sure, is an ahswd conceit; but, if the name were a matter of 
conjecture, it might be probably enough referred to some par- 
ticular sort of hood our hero wore by way of distinction or 
disguise. See Scots Discoverie of witchcraft, 1584. p. 522. 
In Jonsons masque of The kings entertainment at Welbeck/' 
( Works, 1756, vii. 53.) certain characters are introduced ** in 
livery hoods," of whom Fit^-ale says, 

** Six hoodft they ftre, and of the blood. 
They tell of ancient Robin Hood." 

It may be remembered that Hugh Cc^ty the first king of 
Fiance, of the third and last race, obtained that surname from 
a similar circumstance. It is unnecessary to add that Hood 
is a common surname at this day, as well as a place in York- 
shire, formerly Hode; and that Edward the 3d, in the 10th 
year of his reign, confirmed to Thomas, the son of Robert de 
Hode, of Hoveden, intail-general, certain places of moorland, 
SfC. in vatto de Incklesmore, Sfc, (Ro. Pa. 10 £. 3. m. 31.) 

(D) '^ He is frequently stiled . . earl of Huntingdon, a 
title to which, for the latter part of his life at least, he actually 
appears to have had some sort of pretension.''] In Graftons 
** olde and auncient pamphlet,*' though the author had, as 
already noticed, said *^ this man disoended of a noble pa- 
rentage," he adds, ^ or rather beyng of a base stocke and 
linage, was for his manhood and chivalry advaunced to the 
noble dignitie of an erle.*' 

In the MS. note (Bib. Har. 1233) is the following pas- 
sage : '^ It is said that he was of noble blood no lesse then 
an earle." Warner, in his Aibions England, already cited, 
calls him " a county." The titles of Mundys two plays 

* Alku R. 6. the scnrriloni and malignant editw of that degraded 
publication. 
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aie : ^ The down&ll/' and ^ The death of Robert earle of 
Huntmgton." He is likewise introduced in that character 
in the same authors Metropolis coronata, hereafter cited. In 
bis epitaph we shall find him expressly stiled ^^ Robert earl 
of Huntingtun." 

In ** A pleasant commodie -called Looke about you,^ 
jxinted in 1600,our hero is introduced, and performs a prin- 
cipal part He is represented as the young earl of Hunting- 
ton, and in ward to prince Richard, though his brother 
Heniy, the young king, complains of his having ^ had wrong 
about his wardship/' He is described as 

" A gaflant youth, a proper gentlemaD ;" 

and is sometimes called ^ pretty earle," and ^* little wag.'' 
One of the characters thus addresses him : 

** Bnt welcome, weleoiney and yoong Hnntiiigtoa, 
Sweet Rokyn Hude, honmrs beat flowing bloome." 

and calls him 

•*«— ^an hononrable yoDth, 
Yertnoas and modeit, Hantingtons right heyre." 

It is also said that 

" His father Gilbert was the smoothst fact lord 
" That ere bare armes in England or in Fraance." 

In one scene, ^ Enter Richard and Robert with coronets." 

" MUch. Richard the Prince of England, with his ward. 
The noble Robert Hood, earle Huntington, 
Present their service to yonr majestic." 

Dr. Percys objection, that the most ancient poems make 
no mention of this earldom,* but only call him a yeoman, 
will be considered in another place. How he founded his 
pretensions to this title will be seen in his pedigree. Here 

It IS. 

* The anthority cited by Grafton, in IMO, as then "olde and anncient" 
mast have l>een,at least, of equal antiquity with the most ancient poems 
that Dr. P**. is acquainted with. 
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^ THE PEDIGREE OF ROBIN HOOD EARL OF HUNTINGTON. 
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Stnkeleys Paleeographia Britannica, No. II. p. 115. In an inter- 
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(E) " In his youth he is reported to have been of a wild 
and extravagant disposition, &c/^] Grafions pamphlet, after 
supposing him to have been '' advaunced to the noble dignitie 
of an erle/' continued thus : '^ But afierwardes he so prodi- 
gally exceeded in charges and expences, that he fell into great 
debty by reason whereof so many actions and sutes were com- 
menced against him whereunto he answered not, that by 

leaved copy of Robin Hoods garland fonnerly belonging to Dr. Stuke- 
ley, and now in the possession of Francis Donee esqoire, opposite the Sd 
page of the 1st song, is the following note in his own hand : 



(( 



Guy earl of Warwick. 



George Gamwell Joanna?^ 

of Gamwell haU magna Fits Odoth 

eaq. , 1 

Robin Fits Odoth 

Gamwell the kings forester in Yorkshire, 
mentioned in Camden. 

See my answer, No. II. of lady Roisia, 
wkere is Robin Hoods true pedigree." 

The doctor seems, by this pedigree, to have tonnded onr heros preten- 
sions on his descent flrom Roisia, sister of Robert Fitagilbert, husband 
of Alice, youngest daaghter of Judith, coontess of Huntingdon ; which, 
whatever it might do in those times, would scarcely be thought sufficient 
to support such a claim, at present. Beside, though John the Scot dyed 
without issue, he left three sisters, all marry ed to powerful barons, either 
in Scotland or in England, none of whom, however, assumed the title. It 
is, therefore, probable, after all, that Robin Hood derived his earldom 
by some other channel. 

Dr. Stnkeley, whose learned labours are sufficiently known and es- 
teemed, was a professed antiquary, and a beneficed clergyman of the 
ebarch of England. He has not, it is true, thought it necessary to cite 
any ancient or other authority in support of the above representations ; 
nor is it in the editors power to supply the deficiency. Perliaps, indeed, 
the doctor might think himself intitled to expect that his own authority 
would be deemed sufficient : upon that, however, they must be content 
to rest. Sitjldet pene$ auctorem ! Mr Parkin, who published "A reply 
to the peevish, weak, and malevolent objections brought by Dr. Stuke- 
ley, in his Origines Roystonianse, No. %*' (Norwich, 1748. 4to.) terms 
"his pedigree of Robin Hood, quite jocose, an original indeed I'* (see pp. 
«7,32.) 

Otbo and Fits-Otho,itmnst be confessed, were common names among 
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order of lawe he was outlawed.'^ Leland must undoubtedly 
have had good authority for calling him ^ nobilis ille exlex/'f 
Fordun supposes him in the number of those deprived of 
their estates by K. Hen. III. ^< Hoc intempore/' says he, 
^' de exheredatis surrexit & caput erexit ille femosissimus 
siccarius Robertus Hode & littill Jc^ianne cum eorum coni- 
plidbus.^ (p. 774.) The Sloane MS. says he was " so lyotouff 
that he lost or sould his patrimony & for debt became an 
outlawed' and the Harleian note mentions his ^' having 
wasted his estate in riotous courses.'' The former authority, 
however, gives a different, though, it may be, less credible, 
account of his being obliged to abscond. It is as follows : 
^ One of his first exployts was the going abrode into a forrest 
& bearing with him a bowe of exceeding great strength he fell 
int;p company with certayne rangers or woodmen, who fell to 
quarrel with him, as making showe to use such a bowe as no 
man was able to shoote withall. Whereto Robin replyed 
that he had two better then that at Lockesley, only he bare 
that with him nowe as a byrding bowe. At length the ' con- 
tention' grewe so hole that there was a wager layd about the 
kyllyng of a deere a greate distance of, for performance whereof 
Robin offered to lay his head to a certayne some of m<Miey, 
the advantage of which rash speach the others presently tooke. 

the Anglo-NonuAns, || bat no sach name as Othes, Ooth, Fits-Othes, or 
FitE-Ooth, has been elsewhere met with. Philip de Kime, also, was 
certainly a considerable landholder in the connty of Linc<4n, in the time 
of king Henry II. bat it no where appears, except ftrom Dr. Stakeley, 
that his samame was Fits-Ooth. 

The doctor likewise informs as that the anas of Ralph FitK-Ooth, and 
consequently of oor hero were, " g. two bendlets engrailed^ o." 
* Graftons chronicle, p. 85. t Collec I. 54. 

II *' Filias Roberti filii Odonis est in castodia Domini Regis, et est vj 
annornm, et ipse est heres decime partis anius militis, et vix possant 
inde habere vietam sunm ipse et mater sua." Rotolus de yidins, &c. (SI 
H. 2.) MSS. Har. OM. 
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So the marke beiog found out, one of them^both to make his 
hart &ynt and hand unsteady, as he was about to shoote 
m^ged him with the losse of head if he myst the marke. Not- 
withstanding Robyn kyld the deare, and gave eveiy man his 
money agayne, save to him which at the poynt of shooting so 
upbraided him with danger to loose his bed for that wager ; 
& he sayd they would drinke togeyther: whereupon the 
others stomached the matter and from quarelling they grewe 
to fighting with him. But Robin, getting him somewhat of, 
with shooting dispatch them, and so fled away ; and then be- 
taking himselfe to lyre in the woods,'' &c.* 

That he lurked or infested the woods is agreed by all. 
^ Circa haec tempora," says Major, ** Bobertus Hudus Anglus 
& parvus Joannes, latrones famati-ssimi, in nemoribus latue- 
nmt." 

Dr. Stukeley says that ^ Robin Hood took to this wild 
way of life, in imitation of his giand&ther Geoffiey de Man- 
deville ; who being a &yorer of Maud empress, K. Stephen 
took him prisoner at S. Albans, and made him give up the 
tower of London, Walden, Plessis, &c. upon which he lived 
on plunder.'' (MS. note in his copy of Eobin Hoods 
garland.) 

(F) ^ Of these he chiefly aflected Bamsdale, &c."] 
*^ Along on the lift bond," says Leland, *^ a iii. miles of 
betwixt Milbume and Feribridge I saw the wooddi and 
iamose fbrrest of Bamesdale, wher thay say that Robyn 
Hudde lyvid like an outlaw.*' Itinerary, V. 101. 

" They haunted about Bamsdale forrest, Compton [r. 
Plompton] parke,t and such other places." MS. Sloane. 

** His principal residence," says Fuller, ^ was in Shirewood 

* See Robin Hoods progress to NottinKhun, part II. ballad S. 

t Plompton park, apon the banks of the Peterill, in Cumberland, was 
fmrmerly very burge, and set apart by the kings of England for the 
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Forrest in this county [Notts], though he had another haunt 
(he is no fox that hadi hut one hole) near the sea in tiie 
North-riding in Yorkshire, where Rohin Hoods bay still le- 
taineth his name : not that he was any pirat, but a land-thie^ 
who retreated to those unsuspected ports for his secuxily/' 
Worthies of England, p. 320. 

In Thorotons Nottinghamshire, p. 505. is some account oi 
the ancient and present state of Sherwood forest; but one 
looks in ¥ain> through that dry detail of land-owners, for any 
particulars relating to our hero. " In anno domini 1194, 
king Richard the first, being a hunting in the foirest of Sher- 
wood, did chase a hart out of the forrest of Sherwood into 
Bamesdale in Yorkshire, and because he could not there 
recover him, he made proclamation at TickiU in Yorkshin^ 
and at divers other places there that no person should kill, 
hurt, or chase the said hart, but that he might safely retome 
into forrest againe, which hart was afterwards called a hart- 
royall proclaimed. (Manwoods Forest laws, 1598, p. 25. 
from ^ an aundent recorde'' found by him in the tower of 
Nottingham castle.)* 

keeping of deer. It was disafforested or disparked, by Henry the 8th. 
See Camdens Britannia, by bishop Gibson, who seems to confound this 
park with Inglewood-forest, a district of sixteen miles in length, reaching 
from Carlile to Penrith, where the kings of England used to bunt, and 
Edward I. is reported to have killed 200 backs in one day. JbL 

* Amio 1104] Vicesima nana die mentis martii Richardos rex Angliae 
prqfectua est videre Glipestone, 4 forrestas de Sirewode, qtuu ipse 
nunquam viderat antea : 4; placuerunt ei multtmti 4 Oidem die rediit 
ad Notingham." R. de Hoveden Annales, p. 736. 

Drayton, (Polyolbion, song 36.) introduces Sherwood in the character 
of a nymph, who, oat of disdain at the preference shewn by the poet to 
a sister-forest, 

" All self praise set apart, determineth to sing 
That lusty Robin Hood, who long time like a king 
Within her compass liv'd, and when he list to range. 
For some rich booty set, or else his air to change. 
To Sherwood still retired, his only standing court." 
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(*F) ^ Here he either found/' &c.] After bemg outlawed, 
Oiaftoii tdls usy ^^ for a lewde shift, as his last refuge, [he] 
gathered together a companye of roysters and cutters, and 
piacdsed robberyes and sppyling of the kinges subjects, and 
occupied and fiequented the foiestes or wild countries/' See 
also the ftdlowing note. 

(G) "^ Little John, William Scadlock, George a Green, 
pinder of Wakefield, Much a millers son, and a certain monk 
or fiiar named Tuck.''] Of these the preeminence is incon- 
testably due to Little John, whose name is almost constantly 
coupled with that of his gallant leader, ^ Robertus Hode & 
littill Johanne," are mentioned together by Fordun, as early 
as 1341; and later instances of the connection would be 
almost endless. After the words, '' for debt became an 
outlaw," the Sloane MS. adds : ^' then joyninge to him many 
stout fellowes of lyke disposition, amongst whom one called 
Little John was principal or next to him, they haunted about 
Bamsdale Forrest," &c. See notes (KK) (LL). 

With respect to fiier Tuck, '^ thogh some say he was an 
other kynd of religious man, for that the order of fireyrs was 
not yet sprung up," (MS. Sloan.) yet as the Dominican friers 
(or filers preachers) came into England in the year 1221, up- 
ward of 20 years before the death of Robin Hood, and several 
orders of these religious had flourished abroad for some time, 
there does not seem much weight in that objection : nor in 
iact, can one pay much regard to the term firier, as it seems 
to have been the common title given by the vulgar (more 
especially after the reformation) to all the regular clergy, of 
which the friers were at once the lowest and most numerous. 
If fiier Tuck be the same person who, in one of the oldest 
songs, is called the curtail firier of Fountains-<iale, he must 
necessaiyly have been one of the monks of that abbey, which 
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was of the Cistertian order. However this may be, finer 
Tuck is frequently noticed, by old writers, as one of the com^ 
panions of Robin Hood, and as such was an essential cha- 
racter in the morris dance, (see note (FF). He is thus mei^ 
tioned by Skelton, laureat, in his ^ goodly interlude'* of 
Magnificence, written about the year 1500, and with an 
evident allusion to some game or practice now totally forgotten 
and inexplicable : 

" Another bade shave halfe my berde. 
And boyes to the pylery gan me plackey 
And wolde have made me freer Tacke, 
To preche oote of the pylery hole*" 

In the year 1417, as Stow relates, " one, by his counterfeite 
name, called fiier Tucke, with manie other male&ctors, com- 
mitted many robberies in the counties of Surrey & Sussex, 
whereupon the king sent out his writs for their apprehension/' 
(Annales, 1592.) 

George a Green is George o' the green, meaning perhaps 
the town-green, in which the pound or pinfold stood of which 
he had the care. He has been particularly celebrated, and 
^ As good as George a Green*' is still a common saying.* 
Drayton, describing the progress of the river Calder, in the 
west riding of Yorkshire, has the following lines : 

'* It chanc'd she in her coarse on ' Kirkley' cast her eye. 

Where merry Robin Hood, that honest thief, doth lie ; 

Beholding fitly too before how Wakefield stood* 

She doth not only think of lusty Robin Hood, 

Bat of his merry man, the pindar of the town 

Of Wakefield, George a Green, whose fames so far are blown • 

For their so valiant fight, that every freemans wom% 

Can tell yon of the same ; qnoth she, be talk'd on long, 

For ye were merry lads, and those were merry days." 

Thus, too, Richard Brathwayte, in his poetical epistle ^to all- 

* It ocean in '* Tarltons newet ont of pnrgatoiy," 189D, 4to. (entered 
on the stationers books in 1500). 
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true-l)nd noitbeme tpaiks of ^ geDerous society of tbe Cot- 
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founded on the old play just mentioned, of neither authority 
nor merit. 

Out gallant pinder is thus fiicetiously oommemoiated by 
I>runken Bamaby : 

" Hinc diTeno cnnn, lero 
Qaod aadiuem de pindero 
Wakefeeldensi ; gloria iniindi, 
UM socii sniit Jvcandi, 
Mecam statu! peragrare 
Georgii fnstem vuitare.** 

" Taming thence, none could me hinder 

To salute the Walcefield pindar; 

Who indeed is the world's glory. 

With his comrades never sorry. 

This was the cause, lest you should miss it, 

George's club I meant to visit. 

'* Yeni Wakefield peramaenum, 
Ubi quaerens CSeorgium Greenum, 
Non inven|, sed in lignum 
Fixum reperi Georgii signum, 
Ubi allam bibi feram 
Donee (Jeorgio fortior eram." 

" Strait at Wakefield I was seen a. 

Where I sought for George a Green a ; 

But could find not such a creature. 

Yet on a sign I saw his feature. 

Where strength of ale had so much stir*d me, 

That I grew stouter far than Jordie." 

Besides the companions of our hero enumerated in the text, 

and whose names are most celebrated and familiar, we find 

those of William of Goldsbrough, (mentioned by Grafton,) 

Right-hitting Brand, (by Mundy,)and Gilbert with the white 

hand, who is thrice named in the Lyttell geste of Robyn 

Hode, (I. 52. 71.) and is likewise noticed by bishop Gawia 

Douglas, in his Palice of Honour, printed at Edinburgh in 

1579, but written before 1518 : 

" Thair saw I Maitlaind upon auld Beird Gray, 
Robene Hude, and Gilbert with the qnhite ' hand,' 
How Hay of Nauchton slew, in Madin Iiind.''* 

Scottish poems, i. 132. 
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As no mention is made of Adam Bell, Clim of the Clough 
and William of Cloudeslie, either in the ancient legend, or ia 
more than one of the numerous songs of Robin Hood, nor 
does the name of the latter once occur in the old metrical 
history of those famous archers, reprinted in Percys Reliques, 
and among pieces of ancient popular poetry, it is to be con- 
cluded that they flourished at different periods, or at least had 
no connection with each other. In a poem, however^ intitled, 
'^ Adam Bell, Clim of the Clough, and young William of 
Cloudesley, the second part,^' 1616. 4to. b. 1. (Bib. Bod. Art. 
L. 71. being a more modem copy than that in Selden C. 39. 
which wants the title, but was probably printed with the first 
part, which it there accompanies, in 1605 ; differing con- 
siderably therefrom in several places ; and containing many 
additional verses ;) are the following lines (not in the former 

copy): 

" Now beare thy fathers heart, my boy. 

Said William of Cloudesley then. 
When i was yoong i car'd not for 

The brags of sturdiest men. 
The pinder of Wakefield, George a Green, 

I try'd a soramers day, 
Yet he nor i were victors made 

Nor victor'd went away. 
Old Robio Hood, nor Little John, 

Amongst their merry men all. 
Nor fryer Tuck, so stout and young. 

My courage could appall." 

(H) " Marian."] Who or whatever this lady was, it is ob- 
servable that no mention of her occurs either in the Lytell 
geste of Robyn Hode, or in any other poem or song con- 
oeming him, except the not veiy old ballad of Robin Hoods 
golden prize, where she is barely named, and a still more 
modem one of no merit (see part II. song 24).* She is an 

* Surely the ** lady ** alluded to in the old May-game cannot be oor 
maid Marian. The earliest notice of her occurs in Barclay's E^logett 
about ISOO, where she is evidently connected with Robin Hood. See 
note (Y). 
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important chaiacter, howe?er, in the two old plays of The 
<leath and downfidl of Robert earl of Huntington, vrritten 
before 1600, and is frequently mentioned by dramatic or 
other writers about that period. Her presence, likewise, 
was considered as essential to the morris-dance. See note 
(FF.) 

In the First part of K. Heniy IV. Falstaif says to the 
hostess, — ^' There's no more faith in thee than in a stew'd 
prune; nor no more truth in thee than in a drawn fox ; and 
for womanhood, maid Marian may be the deputy's wife of 
the ward to thee :*' upon which Dr. Johnson observes, that 
** Maid Marian is a man dressed like a woman, who attends 
the dancers of the morris.'' '^ In the ancient songs of Eobin 
Hood," says Percy, ^^ frequent mention is made of maid 
Marian, who appears to have been his concubine. I could 
quote," adds he, ^ many passages in my old MS. to this 
purpose, but shall produce only one :* 

<* Good Robin Hood was liTing then. 

Which now is quite forgot. 
And so was fayre maid Marian, &c." 

Mr. Steevens, too, after citing the old play of The down- 
fall of Robert earl of Huntington, 1601, to prove "that maid 
Marian was originally a name assumed by Matilda, the 
daughter of Robert lord Fitzwater, while Robin Hood re- 
mained in a state of outlawry," observes, that '^ Shakspeare 
speaks of maid Marian in her degraded state, when she was 
represented by a strumpet or a clown:" and refers to figure 2 
in the plate at the end of the play, with Mr. Toilets obser- 

* Withont " the ancient songs/' to which the doctor refers, are con- 
fined to his ''old MS." he evidently asserts what he woald probably find 
it difficolt to prove. As for the passage he produces, it seems nothing to 
the purpose ; as, in the first place, it is apparently not ** ancient ;*' and, 
in the second, it is apparently not (h>m a " song of Robin Hood." 

d 
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vations on it. The widow, in sir W. Davenants Love and 
honour, says : '* I have been mistress Marian in a maurice 
ere now ;*' and Mr. Warton* quotes an old piece^ intitled 
" Old Meg of Herefordshire for a maid Marian, and Here- 
ford town for a morris- dance: or 13 morris-4ancers in Here- 
fordshire of 1200 years old/' London, 1609, quarto : which 
is dedicated, he says, to one Hall, a celebrated tabourer in 
that country .f See note (FF). 

(I) ^ His company, &c/'] See the entire passage quoted 
from Major in a subsequent note. " By such boo^res as he 
could get,'' says the writer of the Sloane MS. ^his company 
encreast to an hundred and a halfe." 

(J) — ^ the words of an old writer."] The au&or of the 
Sloane manuscript; which adds : '^ after such maner he 
procured the pynner of Wakefeyld to become one of his 
company, and a freyr called Muchel [r. Tuck] ... Scarlock 
he induced upon this occasion : one day meeting him as he 
walket solitary & like to a man forlome, because a mayd to 
whom he was afiyanced was taken from [him] by the violence 
of her fiends, & given to another that was old & welthy^ 
whereupon Bobin, understanding when the maiyage-day 

* Mr. Warton, having observed that " The play of Robin and Marian 
it nid to have been performed by the school-boys of Anglers, according 
to annual custom, in the year 1302 : The boys were degnisies, says the 
old French record ; and they bad among them un flUette desgnisee ; (Car- 
pent. Da Cange, v. Robinet-Pentecoste.)" adds " Our old character of 
Mayd Marian may be hence illustrated." (His. En. po. i. S45.) This, 
indeed, seems sufficiently plausible; but unfortunately the Robin and 
Marian of Anglers are not the Robin and Marian of Sherwood. The 
play is still ertant See Fabliaux on contes, Paris, irsi. ii. 144. There 
are, likewise, some very ancient pastoral ballads on the subject of these 
two lovers. See La Borde, Euai nur la murique, ii. 163, Slff. But, in 
fact, the names of Robin and Marion seem to have been used by the 
ehansonniert of antiquity lilce those of Colin and Phcebe, &c 

f In IWS, Richard Jones, stationer, entered on the company's books^ 
"A plesant fancie, or merrie conceyt, called the passion et morrys^ 
daunst by a erne of 8 couple of wores.'' 
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should be, came to the church as a begger, & having his own 
company not hr of, which came in so soone as they hard 
the sound of his home, he tooke ihe bryde perforce from him 
that [bare] in hand to have manyed her, & caused the 
preist to wed her k Scarlocke togeyther." (See part II. 
song 8.) This MS. of which great part is merely the old 
legend or Lytell geste of Robyn Hode turned into prose, ap- 
pears to have been written before the year 1600. 

(K) ^ In shooting, &c.''] MS. Sloan. Grafton also speaks 
of our heros ^ excellyng principally in archery or shooting, 
his manly courage agreeyng thereunto.'' 

Their archery, indeed, was unparalleled, as both Robin 
Hood and Little John have frequently shot an arrow a mea- 
sured mile, or 1760 yards, which it is supposed, no one, 
either before or since, was ever able to do. *^ Tradition,'' 
says master Charlton, " informs us that in one of ' Robin 
Hoods' peregrinations, he, attended by his trasty mate Litde 
John, went to dine [at Whitby-abbey] with the abbot Richard, 
iwho, having heard them often £mied for their great dexterity 
in shooting vfith the long bow, begged them after dinner to 
shew him a specimen thereof; when, to oblige the abbot, 
they went up to the top of the abbey, whence each of them 
shot an arrow, which feU not far from Whitby-laths, but on 
the contrary side of the lane ; and in memorial thereof, a 
pillar was set up by the abbot in the place where each of the 
arrows was found, which are yet standing in these our days; 
that field where the pillar for Robin Hood's arrow stands 
being still called Robin Hood's field, and the other where the 
pillar for Little John's arrow is placed, still preserving the 
name of John's field. Their distance fix>m Whitby-abbey is 
more than a measured mile, which seems very far for the 
flight of an arrow, and is a circumstance that will stagger 



\ 
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the faith of many; but as to the credibility of the stoiy, 
every reader may judge thereof as he thinks proper; only I 
must here beg leave to observe that these very pillars are 
mentioned, and the fidds called by the aforesaid names, in 
the old deeds for that ground, now in the possession of Mr. 
Thomas Watson." (History of Whitby, York, 1779. p. 146.)* 
Dr. Meredith Uanmer, in his Chronicle of Ireland, (p. 
179.) speaking of Litde John, says, " There are memorable 
acts reported of him, which I hold not for truth, that he 
would shoot an arrow a mile off, and a great deale more; 
but them," adds he, " I leave among the lyes of the land."t 
See note (KK). 

• ** The quarry from whence king Wolfere fetched stones for his royal 
stmctnre (i.e. Peterborough] was undoubtedly that of Bemach near unto 

Stamford And I find in the charter of K. Bdward the Gonfeaaor, 

which he granted to the abbot of Ramsey, that the abbot of Ramsey 
should give to the abbot and convent of Peterbargh 4000 eeles in the 
time of Lent, and in consideration thereof the abbot of Peterbnrgh should 
give to the abbot of Ramsey as much freestone from his pitts in Bemack, 
and as much ragstone from his pitts in Peterburgh as be shoold need. 
JNor did the abbot of Peterburgh from these pits fumbh only that bnt 
other abbies also, as that of St. Edmunds-Bury : in memory whereof 
there are two long stones yet standing upon a balk in Castor-field, near 
unto Gunwade-ferry ; which erroneous tradition hath given out to be 
draughts of arrows from Alwalton church-yard thither ; the one of Robin 
Hood, and the other of Little John ; but the truth is, they were set ap 
for witnesses, that the carriages of stone from Bernack to Gunwade-ferry, 
to be conveyed to S. Edmunds-Bury, might pass that way without paying 
toll ; and in some old terrars they are called S. Edmunds stones. These 
stones are nicked in their tops after the manner of arrows, probably 
enough in memory of S. Edmund, who was shot to death with arrows 
by the Danes.* Guntons History of the church of Peterbnrgh, 1086, p. 4. 

f " In this relation," Mr. Walker observes, " the doctor not only 
evinces his credulity, bat displays his ignorance of archery ; for the in- 
genious and learned Mr. Barrington, than whom no man can be better 
informed on the subject, thinks that eleven score and seven yards is the 
ntmost extent that an aarrow can be shot ftrom a long bow." (Archaeo- 
logia, vol. viii). According to tradition, he adds, Little John shot an 
arrow from the Old-bridge, Dublin, to the present site of St. Michaels 
church, a distance not exceeding, he believes, that mentioned by Mr. 
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(L) '^ An outlaw, in those times, being deprived of protec- 
tion^ owed no allegiance, &c/'] Such a character was, 
doubtless, at the period treated of, in a very critical situation; 
it being equally as legal and meritorious to hunt down and 
dispatch him as it was to kill a wolf, the head of which 
animal he was said to bear. *^ Item foris £icit,^' says Brao- 
ton, (who wrote about the time,) omnia que pacis sunt, quia 
a tempore quo utlagatus est caput gerit lupinum, ita ut im- 
pune ab omnibus interfici possit. (1. 2. c. 35.) In the great 

Banrington. (Historical essay on the dress of the ancient and modern 
Irish, p. 129.) 

What Mr. B arriogton " thinks" may be true enough, perhaps, of the Tox- 
ophilite society and other modem archers; but people should not talk of 
Robin Hood who never shot in his bow. The above ingenious writers 
censure of Dr. Hanmers credulity and ignorance, seems to be misapplied ; 
since he cannot be supposed to believe what he holds not for truth, and 
actually leaves among the lyes of the land. 

See also the old song, printed in the appendix, p. 307. Drayton, who 
'Wrote before archery had fallen into complete disuse, says— 

" At marks ftill forty score they ns'd to prick and rove." 

That Mr. Banrington, indeed, was very iU informed on the subject is 
evident from a most scarce book, in the editors possession, intitled 
'* Aime for the archers of St. George's fields, containing the names of 
all the marks in the same fields, with their true distances according to 
the dimensuration of the line. Formerly gathered by Richard Hannis, 
and now corrected by Thomas Bick, and others. London, Printed by 
N. Howell for Robert Minehard and Benjamin Brownsmith, and are to 
be sold at the sign of the man in the moon in Blackmau street, 1661." 
16mo. where the distance from Alpha to Bickt memorial is 18 score, 16 
yards; and 11 score 7 yards (though there are inferior numbers, the 
lowest being 9, 13) appears to be a very moderate shot indeed. Two of 
these marks are Robin Hood and lAttle John. See also Sbakspeare's 
Second part t^K, Henry IV. act 3, scene 3, where it is say'd that Old 
Do/uhle "would have clapped i'the clout at twelve ecore; and carry 'd you 
a forehand shaft z. fourteen and/(ntrf«en and a ha\f^' and the notes upon 
the passage in Steevens's edition, 1793. It is probable after all, that the 
-word forty in Drayton is an error, of the transcriber or pressman, for 
fowrteen. 

Whatever Robin Hoods father might do, there can be no question that 
the author of the old ballad in which he is mentioned (Part II. song I.) 
lias ** shot in a Insty strong bow," when he speaks of 

*' Two north-country mUes and an inch at a shot." 
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roll of the exchequer, in the 7th year of king Bkfaaxd I. is 
an allowance by vnity of two marks, to Thonias de Tiest- 
wude, for bringing to Westminster the head of William de 
Elleford an outlaw. (See Madoxes Histoiy of the Cxdie- 
quer, 136.) Those who received or consorted with a perscm 
outlawed were subject to the same punishment. Such was 
the humane policy of our enlightened anceston ! See note (S). 
(M) 

" how, 

.... they conld discoarM 
The Areesing hoars away I"] 

(Cymbeline, act 3. scene 3 :) The chief subjects of our heros 
conversation are supposed, by a poetical genius of the 16th 
century, to have been the commendation of a forest-life, and 
the ingratitude of mankind. 

" I have DO tales of Robin Hood, though mal-content was he 
In better dales, first Richards dales, and liv'd in woods as we 
A Tymon of the world ; but not devontly was he soe. 
And therefore praise I not the man : bat for from him did groe 
Words worth the note, a word or twaine of him ere hence we goe. 

Those dales begot some mal-contents, the principal! of whome 
A county was, that with a troope of yomandry did rome. 
Brave archers and deliver men, since nor before so good. 
Those took ftom rich to give the poore, and manned Robin Hood. 
He fed them weQ, and lodg'd them safe in pleasant caves and bowers. 
Oft saying to his merry men. What jniter life than oorsf 
Here use we tallents that abroad the ehoiles abase or hide. 
Their coffers excrements, and yeat tor common wants denide. 
We might have sterved for their store, & they have dyc'st oar bones. 
Whose tongaes, driftes, harts, intice, meane, melt, as syrens, foxes, stones, i 

Yea even the best that betterd them heard but aloofe oar mones. 
And redily the charles conld prie and prate of oar amis, 
Forgetful! of tiielr owne. . . . 
I did amis, not missing ftriends that wisht me to amend : 
I did amend, bat missed friends when mine amis had end : 
My Mends Uierefore shall finde me true, bat I will trust no frend. 
Not one I knewe that wisht me ill, nor any workt me well. 
To lose, lacke, live, time, firends, in yncke, an hell, an hell, an hellf 
Then happie we (qaoth Robin Hood) in merry Sherwood that dweH.* 

* Warners Albions England, lOOS, p. 132. It is part of the hermits 
speech to the ear! 4>f Lancaster. 



KOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. xlill 

It has been ccmjectiiredy ixmever, that, in tibe winter sea- 
son, our hero and his companions sereEally quartered them- 
selves in villages or country-houses more or less remote, with 
peEsons of whose fidelity they were assured. It is not im- 
probable^ at the same time, that they might have tolerably 
comfortable habitations erected in the woods. 

Archery, which our hero and his companions appear to 
have carried to a state of perfection, continued to be cultivated 
for some ages after their time, down, indeed, to that of Heniy 
VIII. or about the year 1540, when, owing to the introduc- 
tion of artillery and matchlock-guns, it became neglected, 
and the bowmen of Cressy and Agincourt utterly extinct; 
thou^ it may be still a question whether a body of expert 
aidiers would not, even at this day, be superior to an equal 
number armed vnth muskets.* The loss sustained from 
this change by the people at large seems kreparable. An- 
ciently, the use of the bow or bill qualified every man for a 
soldier ; and a body of peasants, led on by a Tylet or a Cade, 
was not less formidable than any military force that could be 
raised to oppose them : by which means the people fiom 
time to time preserved the very little liberty they had, and 
which their tyrants were constantly endeavouring to wrest 
firom them. See how the case stands at present : the sovereign, 
let him be who or what he will, (kings have been tyrants and 
nmy be so again,) has a standing army, well disciplined and 
accoutred, while the subjects or people are absolutely de- 
fenceless : as much care having been taken, particularly since 

* Sir Roger WillUms, in his Britfe dUcow§e qfwarre, 1500, has a 
chapter ** To proone bow-men the worst shot vsed in these daies." Sir 
John Smythe, however, was of a different opinion. See his " Discourses 
concerning the formes and effects of divers sorts of weapons, &c. As 
also, of the great safBciencie, exceUencie, and wonderful effects of archers," 
1500, 4to. Sec also a different treatise hy him apon the same sabject, 
in Nam. 1S3 of the Harieian MSS. 
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** the glorious levdutioDy*' to deprive them of arms as was 
fonnerly bestowed to enforce their use and practice.* The 
following extract from Hales Historia pladtorum corooc (i. 
118.) wUl serve to shew how familiar the bow and arrow 
was in the 14th century. ^ M. 22. £. 3: Rot. 117. coram 
rege £bor. This was the case of Henry Vescy, who had 
been indicted before the sheriff in tumo suo ... of divers 
felonies, whereupon the sheriff mandavit oommissiottem suam 
Henrico de Clyderawe & aliis ad capiendum prsedictum H. 
Vescy, & salvo ducendum usque castrum de J&bor.'* Vescy 
would not submit to an arrest, but fled, & inter fri^endum 
shot with his bow and arrows at his pursueis, but in the end 
was kild by Clyderawe :'' to which may be added a remark- 
able passage in Harisons " Description of England/' (pie- 
fixed to Holinsheds chronicle, 1587,) to prove how much it 
had declined in the 16th. ^' In times past,'' says he, ** the 
cheefe force of England consisted in their long bowes. But 
now we have in maner generallie given over that kind of 
artillerie, and for long bowes in deed doo practise to shoot 
compasse for our pastime ; which kind of shooting can never 
yeeld anie smart stroke, nor beat down our enemies, as our 
countriemen were woont to doo at everie time of need. 
Certes the Frenchmen and Ruttersf deriding our new 
archerie in respect of their corslets, will not let, in open 
skirmish, if anie leisure serve, to tume up their tailes, and 
crie, Shoote, English; and all because our strong shooting is 
decaied and laid in bed. But if some of our Englishmen 
now lived that served king Edward the third in his wanes 

* " A prince, who fills the throne with a disputed title, dares not arm 
his subjects ; the only method of securing a people fully, both against 
domestic oppression, and foreign conquest." Humes JSnays, (" Of the 
Protestant succession.") 

t Flemings. 
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vrilh France, the breech* of such a varlet should have beene 
nailed to his bum with one arrow, and an other fethered in 
his bowels, before he should have turned about to see who 
shot the first/^ (p. 198.) Bishop Latimer, in his sixth sermon 
before K. Edward VI. gives an interesting account how the 
sons of yeomen were, in his in&ncy, trained up to the bow. 
" But now," says he, " we have taken up whooring in townes, 
instead of shooting in the iieldes/' 
(N) 

" All clad in Lincoln green—"] 

This species of cloth is mentioned by Spenser (Faerie queene, 
VI. ii. 5.) 

** All in a woodmans jacket he was clad 
Of Lincolne greene, belay'd with silver lace ; 
And on his head an hood with aglets sprad. 
And by his side his hunters home he hanging had." 

It is likewise noticed by our poet himself in another place: 

'* Swains in shepherds grayi and gyrles in Lincolne greene."t 

See Polyolbion, song XXV. where the marginal note says, 
^ Lincolne anciently dyed the best green in England." Thus 
Coventry had formerly the reputation of dying the best blue. 
See Rays Proverbs, p. 178. Kendal greene is equally famous, 
and appears to have been cloth of a similar quality. This 
colour was adopted by foresters to prevent their being too 
readyly discovered by the deer. See Sir John Wynnes His- 
tory of the Guedir family, (Barringtons Miscellanies,) p. 419. 
Thus the Scotish highlanders used to wear brown plaids to 

* Breeches. 

f Thus also in part II. ballad 1. 

** She got on her holyday kirtle and gown. 
They were of a light Lincolne green." 
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prevent their being distinguished among the heath. It is 
needless to observe that green has ever been the &vourite 
dress of an archer, hunter, &c. See note (DD).* We now 
call it a Saxon or giass green : 

" His coat is of a Saxon greeoi his waistcoat's of a plaid.'' O. soag. 

liocoln green was well known in Fiance in or before &e 
thirteenth century. Thus, in an old fiibliau, transpcosed hj 
M. Le Grand (Fabliaux ou contes, iv. 13.) ^ II mit done 
son surcot fourr^ d'^cureuil,et sa belle robe d'£6tan£»tteinte 
en verd.'' Estanfort is Stamfoid, in Lincx>lnshire.t ITus 
cloth is, likewise, often mentioned by the old Scotish poets 
under the names of Lincum licht, lincum twyne, ficc. and 
appears to have been in universal request : and yet, notwith- 
standing this cloud of evidence, Mr. Pinkeiton has had the 
confidence to assert that *' no particular cloth was ever made 
at Lincoln.'' (See Ancient Scotish poems^ ii. 430.) But, 
indeed, this worthy gentleman, as Johnson said of Goldsmith, 
only stumbles upon truth by accident. 

* In tlie sign of The green man and still, we perceive a hnntanian, in 
a green coat, standing by the side of a still ; in allasion, as it has been 
faoetioBsly conjectured, to the partiality shewn by that deseriptioM of 
gentry to a morning dram. The genuine representation, Ikowever, shoaM 
be the green-man, (or man who deals in green herbs,) with a bondle of 
pepper-mint, iw penny-royal, under his arm, wliich he bringa to have 
distiUed. 

And farewell all gaie garments now. 
With Jewels riche of rare deTise : 
Like Robin Hood, I wot not how, 

I mast goe rannge in woodmens wyse, 
Cladde in a cote of greene or gray. 
And gladde to get it if i maye. 

The workes of a young wyt. Done by N. B. Gent. 1577, 4to. b. 1. 

f There appears, however, to be a town of this name in Flanders, which 
may be the place here meant The above c<mjeetare, therefore, will be 
received for no more than it ia worth. 
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(O) 

■• rnm wetllbi ibbott cheitt, ftc^ 

" But who," exclaims Dr. Fuller, haTing cited thii pamge, 
" nude him a judge 1 or gave him a couuniiBion to take 
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union, and every individual may, and to the utmost of his 
power should, endeavour to promote them. Had our Robin 
Hood been, like McDonald of Barrisdale, a reader of Viigil, 
he, as weU as that gallant chief, might have inscribed on his 
baldric, 

** H» tibi eniiit artes ; pacis componere moresy 
Parcere sabjectis, et debellare soperbos.*'* 

(•O) " But it is to be remembered,'' &c.] The passage 
from Majors work, which has been already quoted, is here 
given entire, (except as to a single sentence introduced in 
another place). " Circa haec tempora [s. Ricaidi I.] ut 
auguror, Robertus Hudus & Parvus Joannes latrones fama- 
tissimi, in nemoribus latuerunt, solum opulentum virorum 
bona diripientes. Nullum nisi eos invadentem vel resistentem 
pro suarum rerum tuitione occiderunt. Centum sagittarios 
ad pugnam aptissimos Robertus latrociniis aluit quos 400 
viri fortissimi invadere non audebant. Fseminam nullum 
opprimi permisit, nee pauperum bona surripuit, verum eos 

* See Pennants Toar in Scotland MDCCLXXII. part I. p. 404. Tbe 
original reading, whether altered by mistake or design, is— 

** — — pacisqne imponere morem." 

One might, to the same purpose, address onr hero in the words of 
Plaotas : (Trinommns, Act lY. scene i.) 

** Atque hanctuam gloriam jam ante anribas acceperam, et nobiles apnd 

homines, 
Paaperibns tc parcere solitnm, divites damnare atqae domare. 
Abi, laado. scis ordine, nt sequom'st, 
Tractare homines, hoc dis dignnm'st, semper mendicis modesti iinf." 

" I've heard before 

This commendation of yon, and from great ones» 
That yon were wont to spare the indigent. 
And crash the wealthy.— I applaad your justice 
In treating men according to their merits.— 
Tis worthy of the gods to have respect 
Unto the poor." 
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ex abbatum bonis ablatis opipare pavit. Viri lapiDam im- 
probo sed latroniim omnium huTnanissimiis& princeps erat/' 
(Majoris Britanniee bistoria. £din. 1740, p. 128.) 

Stowe, in his Annales, 1592, p. 227. gives an aJmost 
literal version of the above passage; Richard Robinson 
versifies it;* and Camden slightly refers to it. 

(P) — ^^ has had the honour to be compared to the illus- 
trious Wallace, &c."] In the first volume of Pecks intended 
supplement to the Monasticon, consisting of collections for 
the history of Preemonstratensian monasteries, now in the 
British-museum, is a very curious riming Latin poem, with 
the following title : ^ Prioris Alnwicensis de hello Scotico 
apud Dumbarr, tempore rigis Edwardi I. dictamen sive 
rithmus Latinus, quo de Willielmo Wallace, Scotico illo 
Robin Whood, plura sed invidiosecanit:'' and in the margin 
are the following date and reference : 22. Julii 1304. 32. £. 
1. Regist Prem. fol. 59. a.'' This, it may be observed, is 
the first known instance of our heros name being mentioned 
by any writer whatever; and affords a strong and respectable 
proof of his early popularity. 

(Q)_->< the abbot of St. Marys in York''] « In the year 
1088 Alan earl of Richmond founded here a stately abbey 

* " Richard Coeor de Lyon cald a king and conqaeronr was. 
With Phillip king of France who did nnto Jemsalemm passe : 



In this kings time was Robyn Hood, that archer and oatlawe. 
And little John his partener eke, unto them which did drawe 
One hondred tall and good archers, on whom foare hondred men, 
Were their power never so strong, coald not give onset then ; 
The abbots, monkes, and carles rich these onely did molest, 
And reskewd woemen when they saw of theeves them so opprest; 
Restoring poore mens goods, and eke abondantly releeved 
Poore travellers which wanted food, or were with sicknes greeved." 

(Third assertioD, &c. (quoted elsewhere.) 
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for black monks to the honour of St. Olave ; but it ^was aftep- 
wards dedicated to the blessed virgin by the command of 
king William Rufus. Its yearly revenues at the suppression 
amounted to 1550/. 7«. 9d. Dugd. 2850/. Is. 5d. Speed.'' 
Willis's Mitred abbeys^ i. 214. The abbots in onr heros 
time were — 

Robert de Harpsham (el. 1184) ob. 1198. 

Robert de Longo Campo. ob. 1239. 

William Rondele. ob. 1244. 

Tlio. de Wharteifaille. ob. 1258. 
(R>—<< the sheriff of Nottinghamshire''] Ralph Murdach 
was dierif of Derby and Nottinghamshires in the 1st year of 
king Richard I. and for the 7 years preceding, and William 
Brewerre in his 6th year, between which and the 1st no name 
appears on the roll. See Fullers Worthies, &c. 

In the year 1195, Hubert archbishop of Canterbury, jus- 
ticiary of all England, sent throughout the kingdom this form 
of oath : that all men of the realm of England would keep 
the peace of the lord the king to their power; and that tbey 
would neither be thieves nor robers, nor the receivers of 
such, nor consent to them in any thing; and that when they 
were able to know such-like male&ctors, they would take 
them to the utmost of their power, and deliver them to the 
sheriff; who in no wise should be delivered unless by the lord 
the king or his chief justice ; and if unable to take them, 
they should cause the bailifi^ of the lord the king to know who 
they were : and, cry being raised for pursuing outlaws, rob- 
bers, theives, or their receivers, all should folly do that suit to 
the utmost of their power, &c. Knights were to be assigned 
for these purposes, and men chosen and &ithfol were sent to 
execute them in every county, who by the oath of true men 
of the vicinages took many and put them in the kings prisons ; 



k:9. 
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but numy, being forewarned, and conscious of evil, left their 
houses and possessions, and fled. (jR. de Hovedeuy p. 757.) 

(S) — ** an anecdote preserved by Fordun, &c.''] '^ De quo 
eciam qusdam commendabilia recitantur,sicutpatuit in hoc, 
quod cum ipse quondam in Bamisdale iram [f. ob iiam] 
regis & fiemitum prindpis, missam, ut solitus erat, devotissime 
audiiet, nee aliqua necessitate volebat intemimpere officium, 
quadam die cum audiret missam, IL quodam vicecomite & 
ministris regis, seepius per prius ipsum infestantibus, in illo 
secretissimo loco nemorali, ubi misse interfuit, ezploratus, 
▼enientes ad eum qui de suis hoc percepenmt, ut omni 
annisu fugeret suggesserunt, qui, ob reverentiam sacramenti, 
quod tunc devotissime venoabatur, omnino &oere recusavit 
Sed ceteris suis, ob metum mortis trepidantibus, Robertus 
tantum confisus in eum, quem coluit reveritus, cum paucis- 
simis, qui tunc forte ei affuerunt, inimioos congressus & eos 
de &cili devicit, et de eorum spoliis ac redemptione ditatus, 
ministros ecclesie & missas semper in majori veneratione 
semper & de post habere praeelegit, attendens quod wlgariter 
dictum est : 

Hone denB exandit, qui misMun saepins audit." 
J. De Fordun Scotichronicon, h, Heame. Ox. 1722. p. 774. 

This passage is found in no other copy of Forduns chronicle 
than one in the Harleian library. Its suppression in all the , 
rest may be fairly accounted for on the principle which is 
presumed to have influenced the conduct of the ancient En- 
glish historians. See note (a). 

(T)— "a proclamation was published, &c.''] " The king att 
last,^ says the Harleian MS. <' sett furth a proclamation to 
have him apprehended, &c.'' Grafton, after having told us 
that he " practised robberyes, &c." adds, "The which beyng 
certefyed to the king, and he beyng greatly offended there- 
with, caused his proclamation to be made that whosoever 
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would bryng him quicke or dead, the king would geve him a 
great summe of money, as by the recordes,in the Exchequer 
is to be seene : But of this promise no man enjoyed any 
benefite. For the sayd Robert Hood, being afterwardes 
troubled with sicknesse, Sec.'' (p. 85.) See note (L). 

(U) '^ At length, the infirmities of old age increasing upon 
him, &c."] Thus Grafton : « The sayd Robert Hood,bqriig 
troubled with sicknesse, came to a certain noniy in Yorkshire 
called BirckUes [r. Kircklies], where desiryng to be let 
blood, he was betrayed and bled to death." The Sloane 
MS. says that ^' [Being] dystempered with could and age, 
he had great payne in his lymmes,his bloud being corrupted, 
therfore, to be eased of his payne by letting bloud^ he repayred 
to the priores of Kyrkesly, which some say was his aunt, a 
woman very skylful in physique & surgery ; who, perceyring 
him to be Robyn Hood, & waying howe fel an enimy he 
was to religious persons, toke reveng of him for her owne 
howse and all others by letting him bleed to death. It is 
also sayd that one sir Roger of Doncaster, bearing grudge to 
Robyn for some injury, incyted the priores, with whome he 
was very ^miliar, in such a maner to dispatch him." See 
the Lytell geste of Robyn Hode, ad finem. The Harleian 
MS. after mentioning the proclamation '^ sett ftuth to have 
him apprehended" adds, " at which time it happened he fell 
sick at a nunnery in Yorkshire called Birkleys [r. Kirkleys] ; 
& desiring there to be let blood, hee was beytrayed & made 
bleed to death." 

Kiikleys, Kirklees or Kirkleghes, formerly Kuthale, in the 
deanry of Pontefract, and archdeaconry of the west riding of 
Yorkshire, was a Cistercian, or, as some say, a Benedictine 
nunnery, founded, in honour of the virgin Maiy and St. 
James, by Reynerus Flandrensis in the reign of king Henry 
II. Its revenues at the dissolution were somewhat about 
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jC.20 and the site was granted (36 lien. 8.) to John Tasburgh 
and Henry Sayill^from whom it came to one of the ancestors 
of Sir George Armytage bart. the present possessor. The re- 
mains of the building (if any) are very inconsiderable, and 
its register has been searched after in vain. See Tanners 
Notitia, p. 674. Thoresbys Ducatus Leodiensis, p. 91. 
Heames <' Account of several antiquities in and about the 
university of Oxford," at the end of Lelands Itinerary, vol. 
ii. p. 128. 

In 1706 was discovered, amoi^ the ruins of the nunneiy, 
the monument of Elisabeth de Staynton prioress ; but it is 
not certain that this was the lady from whom our hero ex- 
perienced such kind assistance. See Thoresby and Hearne 
ubi supra. 

** One may wonder/' says Dr. Fuller, '* how he escaped 
the hand of justice, dying in his bed, for ought is found to the 
contrary ; but it was because he was rather a merry than a 
mischievous thief (complementing passengers out of their 
purses) never murdering any but deer, and . . . . ^ feasting' 
the vicinage with his venison.'' (Worthies, p. 320.) See the 
following note. 

(V) ** He was interred under some trees at a short distance 
from the house ; a stone being placed over his grave with an 
inscription to his memory. *^ Kirkley monasterium monialium, 
ubi Ro : Hood nobilis ille exlex sepultus." Lelands Collec- 
tanea, i. 54. *' Kirkleys Nunnery, in the Woods whereof 
Robin Hoods grave is, is between Hali&x and Wakefield 
upon Calder." Letter firom Jo. Savile to W. Camden, Illus. 
viro epis. 1691. 

" ■■■■ , , u Caldor comes along. 

It chanc d she in her conrae on ' Kirkley ' cast her eye. 
Where merry Robin Hood, that honest thief, doth lie." 

(Poiy-Olbion, Song 98.) 

VOL. I. e 
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See also Camdens Britannia, 1695, p. 709. 

In the second volume of Dr. Stukeleys Itinerarium curiosum 
is an engraving of " the prospect of Kirkley's abby, where 
Robin Hood dyed, from the footway leading to Heartishead 
church, at a quarter of a mile distance. A. The New Hall. 
B. The Gatehouse of the Nunnery. C. The trees among 
which Robin Hood was buryed. D. The way up the Hill 
were this was drawn. E. Bradley wood. F. Almondbury 
hill. G. Castle field. Drawn by Dr. Johnston among his 
Yorkshire antiquitys. p. 54. of the drawings. £. Kirkall, 
sculp.'' It makes plate 99 of the above work, but is un- 
noticed in the letter press. 

According to the Sloane MS. the prioress, after ^' letting 
him bleed to death, buiyed him under a great stone by the 
hywayes syde :'' which is agreeable to the account in Graftons 
chronicle, where it is said that, after his death, ^* the prioresse 
of the same place caused him to be buried by the highway- 
side, where he had used to rob and spoyle those that passed 
that way. And vpon his grave the sayde prioresse did lay a 
very iayr^ stone, wherein the names of Robert Hood, William 
of Goldesbcrough, and others were graven. And the cause 
why she bw ed him there was, for that the common passengers 
and travailers, knowyng and seeyng him there buryed, might 
more safely and without feare take their jomeys that way, 
which they durst not do in the life of the sayd outlawes. 
And at eyther ende of the sayde tombe was erected a crosse 
of stone, which is to be scene there at this present." 

^ Near unto ' Kiiklees' the noted Robin Hood lies buried 
under a grave-stone that yet remains near the park, but the 
inscription scarce legible.'' Thoresbys Ducatus Leodiensis, 
fo. 1715, p. 91. In the Appendix, p. 576. is the following 
note, with a reference to " pg^ 91 :" 
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" Amongst the papers of the learned Dr. Gale, late dean 
of Yofke, was found this epitaph of Robin Hood ; 



Ivi NOTES AKD ILLUSTRATIONS. 

that the last century was not the sra of imposition, as that 
Dr. Gale was hoth too good and too learned a man either to 
be capable of it himself or to be liable to it from others. 

That industrious chronologist and topographer, as well as 
respectable artist and citizen, master Thomas Gent, of York, 
in his ^ List of religious houses,'' annexed to ^* The ancient 
and modem state oV^ that fiunous city, 1730, 12mo. p. 234. 
informs us that he had been told, ^ That his [Robin Hoods] 
tombstone, having his effigy thereon, was ordered, not many 
years ago, by a certain knight to be placed as a haith-stone 
in his great hall. When it was laid over-night, the next mom- 
ing it was ' surprizingly' removed [on or to] one side; and 
so three times it was laid, and as successively turned aside. 
The knight, thinking he had done wrong to have brought it 
thither, ordered it should be drawn back again ; which was 
performed by a pair of oxen and four horses, when twice the 
number could scarce do it before. But as this,'' adds the 
sagacious writer, ** is a stoiy only, it is left to the reader, to 
judge at pleasure.*' N. B. This is the second instance of a 
miracle wrought in £ivour of our hero I 

In Goughs Sepulchral monuments, p. cviii. is ^ the figure 
of the stone over the grave of Eobin Hood [in Kirklees park, 
being a plain stone with a sort of cross fieuree thereon] now 
broken and much defaced, the inscription illegible. That 
printed in Thoresby Ducat. Leod. 576, from Dr. Gale's 
papers was* never on it* The late sir Samuel Armitage, 

• That this epitaph had he«a printed, or was well known, at least, 
long before the publication of Mr. Thoresbys boolc, if not before either 
be or Dr. Gale was born, appears firom the " tme tale of Robin Hood" 
by Martin Parlcer, written, if not printed, as early as lOSl. (See vcrfame 
I. p. IST.) That dates, about this period, were fluently by ides and 
halendt, see Madoxes Formulare Anglicaimm, (Dissertation), p. xxx. 
Even Arabic figures are produced in some of still greater antiquity, see 
Collectanea de rehue HiberiticU, ii. 331. Robert Grosthead bishop of 
Lincoln malces use of these figures about the year IMO. Astles Orfgim 
qf writing, ip, 188. 
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owner of the premises, caused the groand uoder it to be dug 
a yard deep, and found it bad never been diatuifaedj so 
that is was probably brought &om some other place, and by 
vulgiar ttadition ascribed to Aobin Uood" (refers to " Mr. 
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** Llaellen week get the next dale from Brecknocke the bookc 

of Robin Hood, the firier he shall instmct as in bis cansc, and weele 
even here . . * wander like irregalers np and down the wildemesie, ile 
be maister of misrule, ile be Robin Hood that once, consin ' Rice *, then 
Shalt be little Jolm, and hers frier David, as fit as a die for frier Tnckc. 
Now, my sweet Nel, if yon will make np the messe with a good heart 
for maide Marian, and doe well with Llaellen ander the green-woode 
trees, with as good a wil as in the good townes, why plena est curia. 

[ Exetmt , 

Enter Mortimor, tohu. 

Mortknor Maisters, have after gentle Robin Hood, 

You are not so well accompanied I hope. 

Bat if a potter .come to plaie his part, 

Yoole give him stripes or welcome good or worse. {Exit, 

Enter UueUen, Meredith, frier, EUnor, and their traine. Thep oiv ail 
clad in greene, ^e. eing, ^c Blyth and hotmy, the aeng ended, UueUem 
epeaheth, 

LueUen, Why so, I see, my mates of olde. 
All were not lies that Bedlams [beldams] told ; 
Of Robin Hood and little John, 
Frier Tacke and maide Marian." 

Mortimer, as a potter, afterwards fights the frier with 
" flailes." 

2. ^' The downM of Robert earle of Hiintmgton, afterward 
called Robin Hood of merrie Sherwodde : with his love to 
chaste Matilda, the lord Fitzwaters daughter, afterwardes his 
£dre maide Marian. Aeted by the right honourable, the eaile 
of Notingham, lord high admirall of England, his servants. 
IT Imprinted at London, for William Leake, 1601.'' 4to. 
b.l. 

3. ^^ The death of Robert, earle of Huntington, otherwise 
called Robin Hood of meirie Sherwodde : with the lament- 
able tragedie of chaste Matilda, his £dre maid Marian, poy- 
sonedatDunmowe,bykingJohn. Acted, &c. f Imprinted 
&c [as above] 1601." 4to. b. 1. 
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Hiese two plays, usually called the first and second part 
of Robin Hood, were always, on the authority of Kirkman, 
fiilsely ascribed to Thomas Heywood, till Mr. Malone fortu- 
nately retrieved the names of the true authors, Anthony 
Mundy and Henry Chettle.* As they seem partly founded 
on traditions long since forgotten, and refer occasionally to 
documents not now to be found, at any rate, as they are 
much older than most of the common ballads upon the sub- 
ject, and contain some curious and possibly auUientic parti- 
culars not elsewhere to be met with, the reader will excuse 
the particularity of the account and length of the extracts 
here given. 

The first part, or down£dl of Robert earle of Huntington, 
is supposed to be performed at the court and command of 
Henry the 8th ; the poet Skelton being the dramatist, and 
acting the part of chorus. The introductory scene commences 
thus: 

'< Enter Hr John EUam, and knoche at SkeUont doon. 

Sir John, Howe, maister Skelton I what, at stndie hard ? 

[open* the doore. 
Skelt. Welcome and wisht for, honest sir John Eltam,— 
Twill trouble yon after your great affairs, 

[i. e. the turveying qf certain ntap$ whieh hie mqjeety had 
emplaifed him in; 

* In " a large ftdio volnme of accounts kept by Mr. Philip Hendowe, 
who appears to have been proprietor of the Rose tlieatre near the Bankside 
in Southwark/' he has entered— 

ISOrS. " "^^ ^"^ ^"^ ^' Robin Hood, by Anthony Mnndy. 

The second part of the downfall of earl Huntington, simamed 
Robinhood, by Anthony Mnndy and Henry Chettle." 

In a sabseqaent page is the following entry: "Lent unto Robarte 
Shawe, the 18 of Novemb. 1506, to lend unto Mr. Cheattle, upon the 
mending of the first part of Robart Hoode, the sum of xs.** and afterwards 
— " For mending of Robin Hood for the corte." See Malones edition 
of " The plays and poems of William Shakspeare/' 1700, vol. i. part II. 
(Emendations and additions.) 
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Who, Jadas like, betndes Ub liberall lord, 
Into the hands of that relentlewe prior, 
Calde Gilbert Hoode, uncle to Hnntington. 
Those two that seeke to part these lovely friends. 
Are Elenor the qaeene, and John the prince. 
She loves earle Robert, he maide Marian, 
Bat vainely ; for their deare affect is snch. 
As only death can sunder their trne loves. 
Long had tney lovM, and now it is agreed. 
This day they must be troth-plight, after wed : 
At Huntingtons faire house a feast is helde. 
But envie turnes it to a house of leares. 
For those false gnestes, conspiring with the prior ; 
To whom earle Robert greatly Is in debt, 
Meane at the banquet to betray the earle. 
Unto a heavie writ of outlawry : 
The manner and escape you all siiall see. 



Looke to your entrance, get you in, sir John. 

My shift is long, for I play frier Tncke ; 

Wherein, if Skelton hath but any lucke, 

Heele thanke his hearers oft with many a dncke. 

For many talk of Robin Viood that never shot in his bowe. 

But Skelton writes of Robin Hood what he doth ^mly knowe. 



n 



After some Skeltonical rimes, and a scene betwixt the 
prior, the sherif, and justice Warman, concerning the out- 
lawry, which appears to be proclaimed, and the taking of 
earl Huntington at dinner, ^* Enter Robin Hoode, little John 
following him ; Robin having his napkin on his shoulder, as 
if hee were sodainly raised from dinner.'^ He is in a violent 
rage at being outlawed, and Little John endeavours to pacify 
him. Marian being distressed at his apparent disorder, he 
dissembles with her. After she is gone, John thus addresses 
him: 

" Now must your honour leave these mourning tunes. 
And thus by my areede you shall provide ; 
Your plate and jewels 'i wU' straight packe up, 
And toward Notingham convey them hence. 
At Rowford, Sowtham, Wortley, Hothersfield, 
Of all your cattell mouy shall be made. 
And I at Mansfield will attend your comming ; 
Where weele determine which waie's best to take. 
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ard to Ely, who had been deeply concerned in Huntingtons 
ruin is killed in a brawl, by prince John, whom Ely orders 
to be airested ; but the prince, producing letters from the 
king, revoking Elys appointment, *' lifb up his drawne 
sworde'^ and " Exit, cum Lester and Lacy,'' in triumph. 
Then, '^ Enter Robin Hoode^ Matilda, at one door, little 
John, and Much the millers sonne at another doore." After 
mutual congratulations, Bobin asks if it be 

" possible that Wannans spite 

Should stretch so farre, that he doth hunt the lives 
Of bonnie Scarlet, and his brother Scathlock. 
Much, O, I, sir. Warman came bot yesterday to take charge of the 
jaile at Nottngham, and this daie, he sales, he will hang the two oat- 
la^^es* ■ • • 

Bob. Now, by my hondnrs hope, . . . 
He is too blame : say, John, where mast they die t 

John. Yonder's their mothers hoase, and here the tree. 
Whereon, poore men, they mast forgoe their lives; 
And yonder conies a lazy lozell frier. 
That is appointed for their confessor, 
Whoj when we broaght yoar monie to their mothers. 
Was wishing her to patience for their deaths." 

Here " Enter frier Tucke ;" some conversation passes, and 
the frier skeitonizes ; after which he departs, saying. 



«. 



-let us goe oar way, 



Unto this hanging bosinesse ; woold for mee 
Some rescue or repreeve might set them free. 

Bob. Heardst thou not, little John, the friers speach ? 

«/oJb». He seemes like a good fellow, my good lord. 

Bob. He's a good fellowe, John, upon my word. 
Lend me thy borne, and get thee in to Mach, 
And when I blowe this borne, come both and helpe mee. 

John. Take heed, my lord : the villane Warman knows yoa. 
And ten to one, he hath a writ against you. 

Boh. Fear not : below the bridge a poor blind man doth dwell, 
With him I wiU change my habit, and disgaise. 
Only be readie when I call for yee. 
For I will save their lives, if it may bee. . . . 
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men/' (See the ballad of ^ Robin Hood rescuing the widows 
sons,'' part II. num. xxiii.) 

'* Fri, Farewell, earle Robert, as I am true frier, 
I had rather be thy clarke, then serve the prior. 

Rob, A jolly fellowe I Scarlet, knowest thon him t 

Scar, Hee is of Yorke, and of Saint Maries cloister ; 
There where your greedie uncle is lord prior. . . . 

Rob. Here is no biding, masters ; get yee in. . . • 
John, on a sodaine thus I am resolv*d. 
To keepe in Sherewoodde tiUe the kings retnme, 
And being outlawed, leade an ootlawes life. . . . 

John, 1 like yoar honours purpose exceeding well. 

Rob. Nay, no more honour, 1 pray thee, little John ; 
Henceforth 1 will be called Robin Hoode, 
Matilda shall be my maid Marian." 

Then follows a scene betwixt old Fitzwater and prince 
John, in the course of which the prince, as a reason to induce 
Fitzwater to recall his daughter Matilda, tells him that she is 
living in an adulterous state, for that 

" — Hnntington is excommanicate, > 

And till his debts be paid, by Romes decree. 

It is agreed, absoWd he cannot be ; 

And that can never be.— So never wife," &c. 

Fitzwater, on this, flies into a passion, and accuses the prince 
of being already marryed to *^ earle Chepstowes daughter.'' 
They " fight; John ftdles." Then enter tiie queen, Sec. and 
John sentences Fitzwater to banishment : after which, *^ Enter 
Scathlocke and Scarlet, winding their homes, at severall 
doores. To them enter Robin Hoode, Matilda, all in greene, 
. . . Much, little John; all the men with bowes and arrowes.* 

* In " The booke of the inventary of the goods of my lord admeralles 
men tacken the 10 of Marche in the yeare 1506," are the following proper« 
ties for Robin Hood and his retinae, in this identical play : 
" Item, . . . . i green gown for Maryan. 
Item, vi grene cottes for Roben Hoode, and iiii knaves sewtes. 
Item, i hatte for Robin Hoode, i hobihorse. 
Item, Roben Hoodes sewtte. 
Item, the fryers tmsse in Roben Hoode." 

Malones Shak. II. ii. (Bmen. & ad.) 
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Thirdly* no yeoman following Robin Hoode 
In Sherewod, shall nse widowe, wife, or maid. 
Bat by trae labour, Instfall thoaghta expell. 

Foarthly, no passenger with whom ye meete, 
Shall yee let passe till hee with Robin feaste : 
Except a poast, a carrier, or snch folke. 
As use with foode to serve the market townes. 

Fiflly, yon never shall the poore man wrong. 
Nor spare a priest, a nsarer, or a darke. 

Lastly, yon shall defend with all yonr power 
Maids, widowes, orphants, and distressed men. 

AIL All these we vowe to keepe, as we are men. 

Rob. Then wend ye to the greenewod merrily. 
And let the light roes bootlesse flrom yee mnne, 
Marian and I, as soveraigns of yonr toyles, 
WiU wait, within our bower, your bent bowes spoiles. 

[Exeunt winding their hameeJ" 

In the next scene, we find frier Tucke feignedly entering 
into a conspiracy with the prior and sir Doncaster, to serre 
an execution on Robin, in disguise. Jinny, the widow 
Scarlets daughter, coming in, on her way to Sherwood, is 
persuaded by the frier to accompany him, ^ disguised in 
habit like a pedlers mort.'^ Fitzwater enters like an old man : 
— sees Robin sleeping on a green bank, Marian strewing 
flowers on him ; pretends to be blind and hungry, and is 
Healed by them. In answer to a question why the fair 
Matilda (Fitzwaters daughter) had changed her name, Robin 
tells him it is 

" Becanse she lives a spotlesse maiden life : 
And shall, till Robins ontlawe life have ende. 
That he may lawfully take her to wife ; 
Which, if king Richard come, will not be long.** 

^ Enter frier Tucke and Jinny like pedlers singing,'' and 
afterward " Sir Doncaster and others weaponed." — ^The frier 
discovers the plot, and a fray ensues. The scene then changes 
to the court, where the prior is informed of six of his bams 
being destroyed by fire, and of the different execrations of all 
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ranks upon him, as the iindoer of ^* the good lord Robert, 
earle of Huntington;*' that the convent of St. Maiy^ had 
elected '' Olde &ther Jerome'* prior in his place ; and lastly 
a herald brings his sentence of banishment, which is confirmed 
by the entrance of the prior. Lester brings an account of the 
imprisonment of his gallant sovereign, king Richard, by the 
duke of Austria, and requires his ransom so be sent. He 
then introduces a description of his matchless valour in the 
holy land. John not only refuses the ransom-money, but 
usurps the stUe of king : upon which Lester grows furious, 
and rates the whole company. The following is part of the 
dialogue : 

" Joh, {to Letter) Darest thou atteaapt thus proadly in oar sig^t f 

Leet, What is't a subject dares, that I dare not f 

Sale. Dare subjects dare, their soveraigne being by f 

Leet. O god, that my true soveraigne were ny I 

Qu. Lester, be is. 

Leet, Madam, by god, yon ly. 

Cheet, Unmanuer'd man. 

Leet, A plague of reverence !" 

After this, and more on the same subject, the scene returns 
to the forest ; where Ely, being taken by Much, ^ like a 
countryman with a basket,** is examined and detected by 
Robin, who promises him protection and service. On their 
departure: 

" Joh» Skelton, a worde or trro beside the play. 

Fri. Now, sir John Eltam, what ist yon would say. 

John, Methinks I see no jeasts of Robin Hoode, 
No merry morices of fHer Tack, 
No pleasant skippings up and downe the wodde. 
No hnntint; songs, no courting of the baeke : 
Pray god this play of ours may have good lacke. 
And the king's majestic mislike it not ( 

JH. And if be doe, what can we doe to thatt 
I promised him a play of Robin Hoode, 
His honorable life, in merry Sberewod ; 
His mi^'**^^ himselfe sarraid the plot. 
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And bad ne boldly wriM it, it was good. 

For menry jeasU, they have bene ihowne before : 

Ab how the frier fell into the well. 

For love of Jinny, that Ikire bonny bell : - 

How Greeneleafe rob'd the ahrieve of Notingham, 

And other mirthftai matter, fnll of game." 

** Enter Wannan banished." He laments his &11, and 
applies to a cousin, on whom he had bestowed large pos- 
sessions, for relief; but receives nothing, except reproaches 
for his treachery to his noble master. The jailor of Notting- 
ham, who was indebted to him for his place, refuses him 
even a scrap of his dogs meat, and reviles him in the severest 
terms. Good-wife Tomson, whose husband he had delivered 
finom death, to his great joy, promises him a caudle^ but 
fetches him a halter ;* in which he is about to hang himself 
but is prevented by Fitzwater, and some of Robin Hoods 
men, who ci^k a number of jokes upon him : Robin puts 
an end to their mockeiy, and proffers him comfort and 
favour. Then enters frier Tucke, with an account of sir 
Doncaster and the prior being striped and wounded in their 
way to Bawtrey : Robin, out of love to his uncle, hastens to 
the place. Afier this, ^ Enter prince John, solus, in green, 
bowe and arrowes. 

Johm* Why this is somewhat like, now may I sing. 
As did the Wakefield pinder in his note ; 
At Michaelmas commeth my covenant oat, 

My master gives me my fee : 
Then Robin He weare thy Kendall greene. 

And wend to the greenewodde with thee."t 

* Which, by the way. was termed a ken^pen caudie. See the aecond 
part Iff K. JET. VI. act 4, scene 7. Lord-chancellor Jeffries, at the revo- 
lution, was treated much in the same manner. One day, daring his con- 
finement in the tower, he received a barrel of oysters, upon which be 
observed to his keeper, " Well, yon see, I have yet some friends left:" 
at the bottom of the barrel, however, he found a halter : which changed 
his Goontenance, and is even thought to have hastened his death. 

t See the ballad of " The joUy pinder of Wakefidd," Fart II. 
Nnm. III. 

VOL. I. f 



IZX NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

He assumes the name of Woodnet, and is detected by Scatih- 
locke and frier Tucke. The prince and ScaChlocke fight, 
Scathelocke grows weary, and the frier takes his place. 
Marian enters, and perceiving the frier, parts the combatants. 
Robin enters, and John submits to him. Much enters, 
running, with information of the approach of '^ the king and 
twelve and twenrty score of horses.*' Robin places his people 
in order. The trumpets sound, the king and his train enter, 
a general pardon ensues, and the king confirms the love of 
Robin and Matilda. Thus the play concludes, Skelton 
promising the second part, and acquainting the audience of 
what it should consist. 

The second part, or death of Robert earle of Huntington, 
is a pursuit of the same story. The scene, so far as our 
hero is concerned, lyes in Sherwood. A few extracts may 
not be imacceptable. 

" Sc. iiii. Winde homes. Enter king, queene, &c. Frier 
Tuck carrying a stags head, dauncing.'' The frier has been 
sent for to read the following inscription upon a copper ring 
round the stags neck : 

'* When Harold Hare-foote raigned king, 
Aboat my necke he pat this ring." 

The king orders ^' head, ring and alV to be sent to Nottingham 
castle, to be kept for monuments. Fitzwater tells him, he 
has heard '' an olde tale,'' 

" That Harold, being Goodwins sonne of Kent,* 
Hanted for pleasure once within this wood, 
And singled out a faire and stately stagge. 
Which, foote to foote, the king in running caught; 
And sure this was the stagge. 
King. It was no doubt. 



* Fitswater confonndB one man with another ) Htoold Harefoot was 
the son and successor of Canute the great. 
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ChBtUr. But some, my lord, affirme. 
That Jalias Caesar, many years before, 
Tooke such a stagge, and such a poesie writ :"* 

Upon which his majesty very sagaciously remarks, 

*' It should not be in Julias Caesars time : 
There was no English used in this land 
Untill the Saxons came, and this is writ 
In Saxon characters/' 



* This tradition is referred to, and the inscription given in Rays 
Itineraries, 1760, p. 153. — ** We rode through a bushet or common cal- 
led Rodwell-hake, two miles Arom Leeds, where (according to the vulgar 
tradition) was once found a stag, with a ring of brass about its neck, 
having this inscription : 

When Julius Caesar here was king, 
About my neck he put this ring : 
Whosoever doth me take^ 
Let me go for Caesar's sake.** 

In The midwife, or Old woman's magazine, (vol. i. p. 990.) Mrs. 
Midnight, in a letter " To the venerable society of antiquarians," 
containing a description of Caesars camp, on Windsor forest, has the 
following passage: *' There have been many extraordinary things 
discovered about this eamp. One thing, I particnlariy remember, was a 

deer of about sixteen hundred years old This deer it seems was 

a favourite of Caesar's and on that account he bedecked her neck with a 
golden collar and an inscription, which I shall by and by take notice of; 
she had been frequently taken, but when the hunters, the peasants and 
poor people saw the golden collar on her neck, they readUy let her go 
again. However, as she continually increased in strength and in bulk, 
9M well as in age, after the course of about fifteen or sixteen centuries^ 
ttie flesh and skin were entirely grown over tliis collar, so that it could 
not be discovered till after she was kill'd, and then to the surprize of the 
virtuosi, it appear'd with this inscription: 

When Julius (Haesar reigned here. 
Then was I a little deer ; 
If any n^an should me take, 
Let me ^o for Caesar's sake. 

" TUi eollar, which is of pure gold, I am told weighs thirty ounces, 
and as the blood of the creature still appears fresh upon it, I believe it 
may be as valuable as any of your gimcracks ; however, there will be no 
hann in my sending of it to you ; and if I can procure it, yon may de- 
pend on my taking the utmost care of it." As no notice is announced 
of this wonderful piece of antiquity in the voluminous and important 
Incalnrationib of the ab«ve learned body, it most probably never came 
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<( 



Eirier Jloftm Hmtde, 



MOng, How now, earle Robert I 

FrU A forfet, a fiMrfet, my liege lord, 
Hy muten lawes are on reeord, 
The coort-roU here yonr grace may aee. 

Kh^, I pray thee, frier, read them mee. 

FH. One shall raffice, and thit is hee. 
No man that commeth in this wod, 
To feast or dwell with Robin Hood. 
Sliall call him earle, Imd, knight, or sqoire. 
He no sach titles doth desire, 
Bnt Robin Hood, plain Robin Hoode, 
That iionest yeoman, stoot and good. 
On paine of forfetting a marke, 
That mast be paid to mee his clarfce. 
Ify liege, my liege, this lawe yon broke. 
Almost in the last word yon spoke ; 
That crime may not acqaitted bee, 
TiU frier Tack receive his fee." 

Now, the reason that ^ the most ancient poems make no 
mention of this earldom/' and the old legend expressly 
asserts him ^ to have heen a yeoman/' appears, plainly 
enough, to be, that as, pursuant to his own injunction, he 
was never called, either by his followers, or in the vicinity, 
by any other name than Robin Hood, so particularly the 
minstrels, who were always, no doubt, welcome to Sherwood,* 
and liberally entertained by him and his yeomanry, would 
take special care never to offend against the above law: 
which puts an end to the dispute. Q. £. D. 

Our hero is, at length, poisoned by a drink which Don- 
caster and the prior, his uncle, had prepared for him to give 

* Robin, in the old legend, expr^ses his regard for this order of men 
(concerning which the reader may eonsnlt an ingenions ** Essay" in the 
Reliqaes of ancient English poetry, (vol. I.) and some '* Observations" 
in a collection of ancient songs, printed in 17M): 

" Whedier he be messengere. 

Or a man that myrthes can. 
Or yf he be a pore man. 

Of my good he shall have some." 
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to the Icing. Hia d^Nvtii^ scene, and hst d^ii^ speedi are 
beautiiid and pathetic. 
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The poet then prosecutes the legend of Matilda, who is 
finally poisoned, by the procurement of king John, in Dun- 
mow-priory. 

The story of this lady, whom the author of these plays is 
supposed to have been the first that converted into the character 
of maid Marian, or connected in any shape with the history 
of Robin Hood, is thus related by Stow, under the year 
1213 : '' The chronicle of Dunmowsayth, this discord arose 
betwixt the king and his barons, because of Mawd called the 
&ire, daughter to Robert Fitzwalter, whome the king loved, 
but her fiither would not consent; and thereupon ensued 
warre throughout Ei^land ..... Whilst Mawd the fiuie 
lemayned at Dunmow, there came a messenger unto her 
from king John about his suite in love, but because she would 
not agree, the messenger poysoned a boyled or potched egge 
against she was hungrie, whereof she died/' (Annales, 1592). 
Two of Diaytons heroical epistles pass between king John 
and Matilda. He has also written her legend. 

4. " Robin Hood's penn'orths, by Wm. Haughton."* 

5. ** Metropolis ooronata, the triumphs of ancient drapeiy : 

or, rich cloadiing of England, in a second yeeres performance. 

In honour of the advancement of sir John JoUes, knight, to 

the high ofi&ce of lord maior of London, and taking his oath 

for the same authoritie, on Monday being the 30. day of 

October, 1615. Performed in heartie affection to him, and 

at the bountifull charges of his worthy brethren the truely 

honourable society of drapers, the first that received such 

dignitie, in this citie. Devised and written by A. M. 

[Anthony Mundy] citizen and draper of London." 1615. 

4to. 

* This play is entered in master Henslows accoant-book with the 
date of December 1600. See Malones Shakspeare, Vol. IL Part IL 
(Emen. & ad.) 
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Ibis is one of the pageants fonnerly usual on Lord<4nayo»-^ 
day, and of which sevend are extant, written as wdl by our 
author Mundy,* as by Middleton, Dekker, H^wood, and 
other hackney dramatists of that period. They were thought 
of such consequence that.the city had for some time (though 
probably not till after the restoration) a professed laureat for 
their composition; an office which expired with £lkanah 
ISetde in 1723-4. They consisted diiefly of machinery, alle- 
gorical or historical personages, songs and speeches. 

^ After all these shewes, thus ordered in their appointed 
places, followeth another device of huntsmen, all dad in 
greene, with their bowes, arrowes and bugles, and a new 
slaine deere, carried among them. It savoureth of eaiie 
Robert de la Hude, sometime the noble earle of Huntington, 
and Sonne in law (by marriage) to old Fitz-Alwine,t raised 
by the muses all-commanding power, to honour this triumph 
with his &ther. During the time of his out-lawed life in the 
forest of merry Shirwood, and elsewhere, while the cruel op- 
pression of a most unnatural and covetous brother hung 
heavy upon him, Gilbert de la Hude lord abbot of Christall 
[r. Kirkstall] abbey, who had all or most of his lands in 
mortgage : he was commonly called Robin Hood, and had a 
gallant company of men (out-lawed in the like manner) that 
followed his downecast fortunes; as litde John, Scathlocke 



* " The triumphea of reonlted Britannim. A pageant in honour of sir 
Leonard Holliday lord mayor.** 1005. 

t Henry Fits-Alwine Fits-Liefstane, gold-smith, first mayor of Londoa, 
was appointed to that office by K. Richard I. in 1189, and continued 
therein till the Iffth of K. John, ItlS, when he *' deceased, and was 
baried in the priorie of the holy trinitie, neare anto Aldgate.'* (Stows 
Sarvay, 1S86. p. 418.) His relationship with Robin Hood is merely 
poetical, and invented by Handy " for the nonce ;'* though it is by no 
means improbable that they were acquainted, and that our hero might 
have occasionally dined at the mansion •house on a loni mayors day. 
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Much the millen son, Right-hitdng Bnnd, frjftur Tuck, and 
many more. In whidi condition of life we make instant use 
of him, and part of his brave bowmen, fitted with bowes and 
anowes, of the like strength and length, as good records 
deliver testimonie, were then used by them in their killing of 

deeie 

Afterward, [viz. after '^ Fitz-Alwines speech to the lord 
maior at night,"] as occasion best presenteth itselfe, when the 
heate of all other employments are calmly overpast, earle 
Robin Hood, with fryer Tuck, and his other biave huntes- 
men, attending (now at last) to discharge their duty to my 
lord, which the busie tuimoiie of the whole day could not 
before affoord : they shewe themselves to him in this order, 
and earie Robin himselfe thus speaketh. 

The speech spoken by earl Robert de la Hude, commonly 

called Robin Hood. 

Since graves nay not their dead eootaine, 

Nor in their peacefnll ileepet remaine. 

Bat triamphea and great showes mast ose them* 

And we unable to refuse them ; 

It Joyes me that earle Robert Hood, 

Fetcht from the forrest of merrie Shirwood, 

With these my yeomen tight and tajl* 

Brave huntsmen and good archers idl| 

Most in this Joviall day partake. 

Prepared for yoar hononrs sake. 

No sooner was i raysde from rest. 

And of my former state possest 

As while i liv'd, bat being alone. 

And of my yeomen seeing not one, 

I with my bogle gave a call, 

Made aQ the woods to ring witbalL 

Immediately came little John, 

And Scathiock followed him anon, 

With Mach the honest millers sonne ; 

And ere onght die eovld be done, 

The AroUieke frier came tripping in, 

His heart npoa a merrie pintie. 
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Master (qaoth he) in jronder brake, 

A deere is hid for Marians sake. 

Bid Scathlock, John, or honest Brand, 

That hath the happy bitting hand, 

Shoote right and have him : and see, my lord. 

The deed performed with the word. 

For Robin and his bow-men bold. 

Religiously did ever holde, 

Not emptie-handed to be seene, 

Were't bat at feasting on a greene ; 

Mach more then, when so high a day 

Calls onr attendance : all we may 

Is all too little, tis yoor grace 

To winke at weakenesse in this case : 

So, fearing to be over-long, 

EbmI all with onr old hnntiiig song. 



Tlie song of Robin Hood and his huntes-men. 

Now wend we together, my merry men all. 

Unto the forrest side a ; 
And there to strike a buck or a doae. 

Let onr conning all be txide a. 

Then goe we merrily, merrily on. 
To the green-wood to take np onr stand [a]. 

Where we will lye in waite for onr game. 
With onr best bowes all in onr hand [a]. 

What life is there like to bold Robin Hoodt 

It is so pleasant a tiling a : 
In merry Shirwood he spends his dayes. 

As pleasantly as a king a* 

No man may compare with bold Robin Hood, 
With Robin Hood, Scathlocke and John [a] : 

Their like was never, nor never will be. 
If in case that they were gone [a]. 

They will not away from merry Shirwood, 

In any place else to dwell [a] : 
For there is neither city nor towne. 

That likes them half so well [a]. 

Onr lives are wholly given to hunt. 
And haunt the merry greene-wood [a] ; 

Where our best service is daily spent. 
For onr master Robin Hood [a]." 
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6. ^ Rdibhi Hood and his pastoral May games.'' 1624. 

7. ^ Robin Hood and his crew of soldiers.'' 1627. 
These two titles are inserted among the pkys mentioned by 

Chetwood in his BritiA theatre^ (p. 67.) as ^written by 
anonymous anthois in the 16t& centoiy to the restoration. 
But neither T^Tigbaine, who mentions both, nor any odier 
poson, pretends to have ever seen either of them. The 
former, indeed, may possibly be ^ The playe of Bobyn 
Hode,*' already noticed; and the other is piobaUy a future 
artide. Langbaine, it is to be. observed, gives no date* to 
either piece ; so that, it may be &irly ooncfaided, diosembore 
spedfyed are of Chetwoods own invention, which appears to 
bave been abundantly fertile in every species of forgery and 
imposture. 

8. *^ The sad shepherd, or a tale of Robin Hood." 

l^e stoiy of our repowned archer cannot be said to have 
been wfaolely occupyed by baids without a name; since, not 
to mention Mtmdy or Drayton, the celebrated Ben Jonson 
intended a pastoral drama on this subject, under the above 
tide; but dying, in the year 1637, before it was finished, 
litde more than the two first acts has descended down to us. 
His last editor (Mr. Whalley), while he regrets that it is but 
a fiagment, speaks of it in mptures, and, inde^, not without 
evideiit reason, many passages being eminently poetical and 
judicious. 

^The persons of the play," so fiur as concerns our immediate 
purpose, are: [1] " Robin Hood, the chief woodman [i. e. 
forester], master of the feast [2] Marian, his lady, the 
mistress. [3] Friar Tuck, the chaplain and steward. [4] 
little John, bow-beazer. [5, 6] Scarlet, Scathlocke,* two 

* Jonson was led into this mistake by Uie old play of Robin Hood. 
See before^ p. IxIt. 
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biotfaeis, huntsmen. [7] George a Green, huisher of the 
bower. [8] Much, Robin Hoods baitiff or acstter.'' Tlie rest 
are, the guests invited, the witch of Paplewick, her daughter, 
the swin'ard her son, Puck Hairy or Robin GoodfeUovr 
their hind, and lastly a devout hermit. ^ The scene, 
Sherwood, consisting of a landscape of a forest, hills, Talle3r8y 
cottages, a castle, a river, pastures, herds, flocks, all full of 
country simplicity ; Robin Hoods bower, his well, &c.'' 
^ The argument of the first act *' is as follows : ^* Rolm 
Hood, having invited all the shepherds and shepherdesses 
of the vale of Be Voir to a feast in the forest of Sherwood, 
and trustmg to his mistress, maid Marian, with her wood- 
men, to kill him venison against the day; having left the 
like charge vnth friar Tuck his chaplain and steward, to 
command the rest of his merry men to see the bower made 
ready, and all things in order for the entertainment: ^ meets' 
with his guests at their entrance into the wood, and conducts 
them to his bower : where, by the way, he receives the rela- 
tion of the sad shepherd ^glamour, who is fallen into a deep 
melancholy for the loss of his beloved Earine, reported to 
have been drowned in passing over the Trent, some few days 
before .... In the mean time Marian is come fiom hunt- 
ing ... . Robin Hood enquires if she hunted the deere at 
foree, and what sport he made? how long he stood? and 
what head he bore ? all which is briefly answered, with a re- 
lation of breaking him up, and the raven, and her bone. The 
suspect had of that raven to be Maudlin the witdi of Paple- 
wick, whom one of the huntsmen met i' the morning at the 
rouzing of the deer, and is confirmed by her being then in 
Robin Hoods kitchen, i' the chimney comer, broiling the 
same bit which was thrown to the raven at the quany or fiUI 
of the deer. Marian, being gone in to shew the deer to some 
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of the shepherdesses, retains disoontented ; sends awajr ihe 
venison she had killed to her they call tbe untch; qoaivds 
with her lore Robin Hood^ abuseth him, and his guests the 
shepherds; and so departs, leaving them all in wonder and 
perplexity/' 

By ^ the argument of the second act '' it appears that ihe 
witch had ^ taken the shape of Marian to abuse Robin Hood, 
and perplex his guests/' However, upon an explanation of 
the matter with the true Marian, the trick is found out, the 
venison recovered, and ^ Robin Hood dispalcheth out his 
woodmen to hunt and take her : which ends the act/' Hie 
third act was designed to be taken up with the chace of the 
witch, her various schemes to elude the pursuers, and the 
discovery of Earine in the swineherds enchanted oak. No- 
thing more of the authors design appearing, we have only to 
regret the imperfect state of a pastoral drama, which, accord- 
ing to the above learned and ingenious editor, would have 
done honour to the nation.* 

9. ^ Robin Hood and his crew of souldiers, a comedy 
acted at Nottingham on the day of his saCRed majesties 
corronation. Vivat rex. The actors names : Robin Hood, 
commander ; Little John, William Scadlocke, souldiers ; 
messenger from the sheriffe. London^ printed for James 
Davis, 1661/' 4to. 

This is an interlude, of a few pages and no merit; alluding 
to die late rebellion, and the subject of the day. The outlaws, 
convinced by the reasoning 6f the sheri& messenger, become 
loyal subjects. 

* This play appears to have been performed npon the stage after the 
festoratioD. The prologue and epilogne (spoken by Mr. Portlock) are 
to be found in nam. 1000 of the Sloane MS8. It was repablished, with 
a continaation and notes, by Mr. Waldron, of Dmry-lane theatre, in 
178S. 
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10. ''Robin Hood. An opera, as it is peifonn^d at Lee's 
and Hiffpers great theatrical booth in Bartholomew-^ur.'* 
1730. 8vo. 

11. « Robin Hood." 1751. 8vo. 

This was a ballad-ferce, acted at Druiy-lane theatre ; in 
which the following fiivourite song was originally sung by 
Mr. Beardy in the character of Robin Hood. 

As blithe as the linnet sings in the green wood. 

So blithe we'll wake the morn ; 
And throngb the wide forest of merry Sherwood 

Well wind the bngle horn. 

The sheriff attempts to take bold Robin Hood, 

Bold Robin disdains to fly ; 
Let him come when he will, we'll, in merry Sherwood, 

Or vanquish, boys, or die. 

Our hearts they are stont, and oar bows tbey are good. 

As well their masters know ; 
They're cull'd in the forest of merry Sherwood, 

And never will spare a foe. 

Onr arrows shall drink of the fallow deer^ blood. 

Well hant them all o'er the plain ; 
And through the wide forest of merry Sherwood, 

No shaft shall fly in vain. 

Brave Scarlet, and John, who ne'er were subda'd. 

Give each his hand so bold; 
Well range through the forest of merry Sherwood, 

What say my hearts of gold? 

12. '^ Robin Hood ; or, Sherwood forest : a oomic opera. 
As ^ performed at the theatre^royal in CoveDt-garden. By 
Leonard Mac Nally, esq.'' 1784. 8to. 

This otherwise insignificant performance was embellished 
with some fine music by Mr. Shield. It has been since re- 
duced tOy and is still firequently acted as, an after-piece. 

A drama on the subject of Robin Hood, under the title of 
The foresters, has been long expected fix>m the elegant author 
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of The school for scandal. The first act, said to hare been 
written many years ago, is, by those who have seen or heard 
it^ spoken of with admiration.* 

(X) — ^** innumerable poems, rimes, songs and ballads.*^ 
The original and most ancient pieces of this nature have all 
perished in the lapse of time, during a period of between five 
and six hundred years continuance ; and all we now know 
of them is that such things once existed. In the Vision of 
Pierce Plowman, an allegorical poem, thought to have been 
composed soon after the year 1360, and generally ascribed 
to Robert Langeland, the author introduces an ignorant, idle 
and drunken secular priest, the representative, no doubt, of 
the parochial clergy of that age, in the character of Sloth, 
who makes the following confession : 

" I cannot parfitli mi paternoster, as the preist it siogeth, 
Bnt I can ryms of Roben Hode, and ' Randolf ' erl of Chester, 
Bat of oar lorde or oar lady I lerne nothyng at all.* f 



• A most stapid pantomime on this subject, ander the title of ** Merry 
Sherwood, or Harlequin, forester,'* was performed in December, 1705, at 
the theatre-royal, Covent-garden. 

t 1st edit. 1550, fo. xxvi, b. (Randolf is misprinted Rand of.) Sab- 
seqaent editions, even of the same year, reading only " Randall of Ches- 
ter." Mr. Warton (History of English poetry, ii. 170.) makes this genins, 
whom he calls a frier, say " that he is well acquainted with the rimes of 
Randall of Chester;" and these rimes he, whimsically enough, conjectures 
to be 'the old Chester Whitsan plays; which, upon very idle and non- 
i«asieal evidence, he supposes to have been written by Randal Higden, 
the compiler of the Polychronicon. Of course, if this absurd idea were 
at all founded, the rimes of Robin Hood must likewise allude to certain 
Yorkshire or Nottinghamshire plays, written by himself. The " Ran- 
dolf erl of Chester " here meant is Randal Blundevile, the last earl of 
that name, who had been in the holy land, was a great warrior and pa- 
triot, and dyed in 1231. . 

The reading of the original edition is confirmed by a very old mana- 
•cript, in the Cotton library, (Yespasian, B. XYI.) differing considerably 
from the ]MriBt«d c«»pi«8, which gives the passage thus : 
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Fordun, tbe Scotish historian, who wrote about 1340, 
speaking of Robin Hood and Little John, and their accom- 
plices, says, ** of whom the foolish vulgar in comedies and 
tragedies make lewd entertainment, and are delighted to hear 
the jesters and minstrebsing them above all other ballads:*'* 
and Mair (or Major), whose history was published by him- 
self in 1521, observes that *' The exploits of this Robert are 
celebrated in songs throughout all Britain/' t So, likewise, 
maister Johne Bellendene, the translator of '< that noble deck 
maister Hector Boece '' (Bois or Boethius), having mentioned 
'< that waithman Robert Hode with his fallow litil Johne,'' 
adds, *' of quhom ar mony fabillis and meiy sportis soung 
amang the vulgar pepyll/'^ Whatever may have been the 

" I can BOOEt perfiitli my pater-noster as a prest it lyngeth : 

I can rymes of Robyn Hood, of Rondolf erl of Chcstre, 

Ac of oure lorde ne of oore ladi the leste that ever was nuked." 

(See also Calignla, A. XI.) 

The speaker himself conld have told Mr. Warton he wai no frier : 

" I have ben prieite & person passynge thyrty winter. 
Yet can I nether solfe, ne singe, ne sayntes ly ves read ; 
Bat I can find in a fielde or in a farlong an hare. 
Better than in Beatas vir or in Beati omnes 
Constrae one clause well, & kenne it to my parisheni." 

• « De quibns stolidum wigas hianter in comoediis & tragiedlis pra- 
rienter festnm faciant, & super ceteras ' romancias mimos & bardaaoa 
cantitare delectantur." Scotichronicon (a Heame), p. 774. Comcdic* 
and tragedies are— not dramatic compositions, but— poems of a comic or 
serions cast. Romance in Spanish, and romance in French, signify— boI 
a tale of chivalry, bat— a vulgar ballad, at this day. 

t " Rebus hnjns Roberti gestis tota Britannia in canUbus atitor." 
Majoris Britannis historia, Edin. 1740. p. 138. 



X Hystory of Scotland, Edin. 1541. fo. llie word " waithman" 

probably suggested by Andrew of Wyntown (see before, note (B.) It • 

equivalent to the English vagabond, or, perhaps, ontlaw. Waith ia 
waif; and it is to be remembered that, in the tecluiical langttge of th« 
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nature of the compositions alluded to bj the above writers, 
several of the pieces printed in the present collection are un- 
questionably of great antiquity; not less, that is, than between 
three and four hundred years old. The Lytell geste, which 
is first inserted, is probably the oldest thing upon the subject 
we now possess;* but a legend, apparently of the same 
species, was once extant, of, pertiaps, a still earlyer date, of 
which it is some little satisfaction to be able (b give even the 
following fragment, from a smgle leaf, fortunately preserved 
in one of the volumes of old printed ballads in the British 
museum, in a hand-writing as old as Heniy the 6ths time. 
It exhibits the characters of our hero and his^us Achatet in 
the noblest point of view. 

" He myd Robyn Hod .... yne the preton* 
And owght off hit was gon. 

The porter rote a-oon certeyiiy 

As sone as he hard Johan call ; 
Lytyll Joban was redy with a sword, ^ 

And bare byin throw to the wail. 

Now will I be jayler, aayd lytyU Johaa, 

And toke the keys in bond ; 
He toke the way to Robyn Hod« 

And son« he fayme nnbond. 

He gaffe hym a good swerd in his hond. 
His hed ther-witb for to kepe ; 



English conrts, a woman is said to be waived, and not outlawed. " In 
oar anld Scottish langage," says Skene, " ane Votknum is ane ont-law, 
or ane fugitive fra the lawes." (De verbomm iign^fkatione, Sdin. 1007} 
It is from )}slSaD, venari, fitgare. See Lyes Dictionary. The pas- 
sage above quoted does not occur in Boises original work. 

• Of this poem there have been, at leasts five editions at London or 
Westminster, and one at Edinburgh. In a list of " bookes printed, and 
. . . sold by Jane Bell, at the east end of Christ-church [1685]," in com- 
pany with Frier Rash, The frier and the boy, &c. is *' « book of Robin 
Hood and Little John.'* Captain Cox of Coventry appears to have had 
a copy of some old edition : see Lanehams Letter from KillingwcMrth, 

isrs. 
VOL. r. g 
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tones, of Canterbuiye tales, or a fit of Roben Hode.** (Ser- 
mons, sig. A. iiii.) 

The feUowing lines, from a poem in the Hyndford MS. 
compiled in 1568, afford a» additional proof of our heros 
popularity in Seodand : 

« Thair is no story that I of heir. 
Of Johne uor Robene Hude, 
Nor sit of Wdlace wicht bnt weir. 
That me thinkes half so gnde. 
As of thre palmaris, &c." 

That the subject was not forgotten in the succeeding age, 
can be testifyed by Drayton,^ who is elsewhere quoted, and 
in his sixth eclogue makes Gorbo thus address '^ old Winkea 
de Word :" 

** Come, sit we down under this hawthorn-tree. 
The morrows light shall lend us day enough. 
And let us tell of Gawen, or sir Guy, 
Of Robin Hood, or of old Clem a Clough." 

Richard Johnson, who wrote '' The history of Tom 
Tbumbe,'' in prose, (London, 1621, i2mo. b. 1.) thus pre- 
faces his work : *' My merry muse begets no tales of Guy 
of Warwicke, &c. nor will I trouble my penne with the 
pleasant glee of Robin Hood, little John, the fiyer, and his 
Marian ; nor will I call to mind the lusty Finder of Wake- 
field, &c." 

In *^ The Calidonian forrest,'' a sort of allegorical or mystic 
tale, by John Hepwith, gentleman, printed in 1641, 4to. the 
author says, 

" Let as talke of Robin HoQde* 

And little John in merry Shirewoode, &c/'* 

* Honest Bamaby, i. e. Richard Brathway te, who wrote or trayellcd 
about 1640, was well acquainted with our hero* story; 

" Yeni Nottingham tyrones 
Sherwoodenses sunt latrones, 
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Of one vaj uident, and undoubtedly once verj popokr, 
song this su^le line ii all that ia now known to exist: 

" Vtalttt Koot (B ISonutob itoob." 
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replicatioii being bad, as not setting forth any sdsin or pos- 
session in sir John, out of which a lease at will could be de- 
rived. For a title made by the plea or replication should be 
certain to all intents, because it is traversable. Here, there- 
for, he should have stated sir Johns seisin, as well as the lease 
at will; which is not done here : << met tOttt Itft tame il «ft 
tejllie Robin Whood in Bamwood stood, absque hoc ( tttt, 
9 COmntaflUremmt %it John. Quod nota. Per Fenner, WU- 
liams tt Crook ftl0ltt(e0 0OU m (Otttt ^t fullSIKfltt Hone 

otcotlraftt. Yelv. 9 iref.'* 

In the case of Bush v. Leake, B. R. Trin. 23 G. 3. Bullor, 
justice, cited the case of Coulthurst v. Coultfaurst, C. B. 
Pasch. 12 G. 3. (an action on bond) and observed ** There, 
a case in Yelverton was alluded to,^where the court said, you 
might as well say, by way of inducement to a traverse, Robin 
Hood in Bamwood stood.'' 

It is almost unnecessary to observe, because it will be 
shortly proved, that Bamwood, in the preceding quotations, 
ought to be Barnsdale.* With respect to Whood, the reader 
will see, under note (P), a remarkable proof of the antiquity 

* There it, in fact, sach a place as Barnwood forest, in Bnekingiiam- 
shire ; bat no one, except Mr. Hearne, has hitherto supposed tliat part 
of the country to have been frequented by our hero. Bamwood, in tiie 
case reported by Yelverton, has clearly arisen from a confusion of Banu- 
dale and green wood. " Robin Hood in the greenwood stood" was like- 
wise the beginning of an old song now lost (see vol. ii. p. 40) : and it is 
not a little remarkable that Jefferies, seijeant, on the trial of Pilkingtoa 
and others, for a riot, in 10B3, by a similar confusion, qaotes the line in 
question thus: 

** Robin Hood upon Greendale stood." (Sute-trials, ui. 834.) 

A third corruption has taken place in Parker, p. 131. (King v. Cotton,) 
though expressly cited from Yelverton ; vi£. 

'< Robin Hood in BamweU stood." 

The following most vulgar and indecent rime, current among the pc«> 
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Ynt- Bokyn Hod> In Buii>«4ilc iiodt, 
Ard Itu tayni lyl i mipyU tbyilyll ; 
Thn um our lady ft iwtn Hynl Andmn; 



here lofbce accustomed to reade the faiued stories of Robin- 
bode, Clem of the Ckm(^e,wjth suehljrkelo passe the tyme 
wythal, to;," 

Id 1563, John Aide had Ikaue to print " a ballad of 
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For ^Hxi^ mawf such can fiame an alebouie-srag of five 
(vabe nore Tcne*, bobbtiug uppouioiQe toneof anortban 
jy^gfi. Of Bobyn Uoode, or La lubber, &c. and peifaappea 
otnerre just number of jillablee, eygfat in one line, nie in 
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(poeticall, I should say) heades, I woulde 'wyshe, at their 
worshipfiill comenoements, might, in steede of lawrell, be 
gorgioosly garnished with &yre greene baiiey, in token of 
their good affection to our Englishe nudt." The chief oliject 
of this satire seems to be William Elderton, the drunken 
baHad-maker, of whose compositions ail but one or two have 
unfortunately perished.* 

Most of the songs inserted in the second of these volumes 
were common broad«sheet ballads, printed in the black letter, 
with wood cuts, between the restoration and the revolution ; 
though copies of some few have been found of an earlyer 
date. ^ Who was the author of the collection, intitled Robin 
Hood's garland, no one,^' says sir John Hawkins, ^ has yet 
pretended to guess. As some of the songs have in them 
more of the spirit of poetry than others, it is probable,*' he 
thinks, ^ it is the work of various hands : that it has from 
time to time been varied and adapted to the phrase of the 
times,'' he says, ** is certain.'' None of these songs, it b be- 



* ChattertoD, in his "Memoirs of a sad dog,* represents *' baroa 
Otraato** (meaoiBg, die hmioraUe Horace Walpole, now earl of Orftwd) 
wiien on a visit to ** sir Stentor/' as highly pleased with Robin Hoods 
ramMe, ** melodiously chauated by the knighfsg;roomiuid dairy-maid, to 
the excellent music of a two-stringed violin and bag-pipe," which tran- 
sported Um back " to the age of his favourite hero, Richard the third ;** 
whereas, says he, ** (he songs of Robin Hood were not in being till the 
reign of queen Eliubeth." This, indeed, may be in a great measure true 
of those which we now have, but there is sufficient evidence of tlie exia- 
tence and popularity of such-like songs for ages preceding ; and some of 
these, no doubt, were occasionally modernised or new-written, thongh 
most of them most be allowed to have perished. 

The late Dr. Johnson, in controverting the authenticity of Fingal, a 
composition in which the author, Mr. Macpherson, has made great nse 
of some unquestionably ancient Irish ballads, said, " He would undertake 
to write an epick poem on the story of Robin Hood, and half England, 
to whom the names and places he should mention in it are fkmiliar, wouM 
believe and declare they had heard it from their earliest years." (Bos- 
wells Journal* p. 48S.) 
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liered, were collected into a ^sriand tiU after tbe restoiation ; 
as tbe earliest that has been met vith, a copy of nhich is in 
the posMwion of Fiancii Donee, e«q. was printed bj W. 
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Which Urge addition needs must please, I know. 

All the ingenioas * yeomen ' of the bow. 
1V» read how Robin Hood and Little John, 

Brave Scariet, Stntely, valiant, bold and free. 
Each of them bravely, fairly play'd the man. 

While they did reign beneath the green -wood tree; 
Bishops, fHaFB, likewise many more. 
Parted with their gold, for to increase their store, 
Bat never would they rob or wrong the poor." 

The last seven lines aie not by the author of the first six, 
but were added afterward; perhaps when the twen^-four 
songs were increased to twenty-seven.* 

(Y) — ^' has given rise to divers proverbs :''] Proverbs, in 
all countries, are, generally speaking, of very great antiquity ; 
and iherfor it will not be contended that. those concerning 
our hero are the oldest we have. It is highly probable, 
however, that they originated in or near his own time, and 
of course have existed for upward of 500 years, which is no 

• The following note is inserted in the fourth edition of the Reliqaea 
of ancient English poetry, pablished in July 1795 (vol. I. p. xcvii) : 

" Of the 84 songs in what is now called " Robin Hood's garland," 
many are so modern as not to be found in Pepy*s collection completed 
only in 1700. In the [editors] folio MS. are ancient fragments of the fol- 
lowing, vis.— Robin Hood and the beggar.— Robin Hood and the butcher. 
— Robin Hood and fryer Tucke. — Robin Hood and the pindar. — Robin 
Hood and queen Catharine, in two parts. — Little John and the four beg- 
gars, and " Robine Hood his death.'* This last, which is very corioas, 
has no resemblance to any that have yet been published ; [it is probably 
num. XXYIII. of part II.] and the others are extremely diifercipt from 
the printed copies ; but they unfortunately are in the beginning of the 
MS. where ha^T of every leaf hath been torn away." 

As this MS. " contains several songs relating to the civil war in the 
last century,** the mere circumstance of its comprising fragments of the 
above ballads is no proof of a higher antiquity ; any more than its not 
containing " one that alludes to the restoration" proves its having been 
compiled before that period ; or than, because some of these 84 songs are 
not to be found in Pepys's collection, they are more modern than 1700. 
If the MS. could be collated, it would probably turn out that many of its 
contents have been inaccurately and unfaithfully transcribed, by some il- 
literate person, from printed copies still extant, and, consequently, that 
it is, so far, of no authority. See the advertisement prefixed. 
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modern dote, "ntey aie here arranged, not, perhaps, accord- 
ing to tiieir eiact duonological order, but b; the age of the 
authorities thejr are taken Ironi. 

1. Good even, good Bobin Hood. 

Ibe allosioD is to civility aooned by fear. It is preMfved 
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higher than the breast, and within less than a foot of the 
mark. But herein our author hath veiified the proverb, 
talking at large of Robin Hood, in whose bow he never shot 
Fullers Worthies, p. 315. 

One may justly wonder,'' adds the facetious writer, 
** this archer did not at last hit the mark, I mean, come to 
the gallows for his many robberies.^ 

The proverb is mentioned, and given as above, by sir Ed- 
ward Coke in his 3d Institute, p. 197. See also note (W). 
It is thus noticed by Jonson, in '' The king's entertainment 
at Welbeck in Nottinghamshire, 1633 :^ 

** This is. . . .father Fits-Ale, herald of Derby, &c. 

He can fly o*er hills and dales. 

And report yoa more odd tales 

Of onr out law Robin Hood, 

That revell'd here in Sherewood, 

And more stories of him show, 

(Though he ne'er shot in his bow) 

Tlian an' men or believe, or know. 

We likewise meet with it in Epigrams, &c. 1654 : 

** In Virtntem. 

" Yertne we praise, but practice not her good, 
(Athenian-likej we act not what we know; 
So many men doe talk of Robin Hood, 
Who never yet shot arrow in his bow." 

On the back of a ballad, in Anthony a Woods collection^ 
he has written, 

** There be some that prate 

Of Robin Hood, and of his bow, 

Which never shot therein, 1 trow." 

Ray gives it thus : 

" Many talk of Robin Hood, that never shot in his bow. 
And many talk of little John, that never did him know :" 

which Kelly has varyed, but without authority. 
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" It ii spoken of thingi sold under half their value; t»' if 
you will, half sold half given. Robin Hood came lightl j hy 
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8. To go round by Robin Hoods bam. 
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of ai^ persons. In the monuiig he dnnk mon thau was 
luffideot, yet sent and paid for a pint d'wine, which being 
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king Edward VI.) ^to a place, riding on a jomey homewaid 
from London, and I sent worde over night into the towne 
that I would preach there in the morning, bicause it was a 
holy day, and methought it was an holydayes worke. The 
churche stode in my way; and I tooke my horse and my 
company and went thither (I thought I should have found a 
gieat companye in the churche), and when I came there, the 
churche dore was feste locked. I taried there half an hower 
and more ; at last the keye was ibunde ; and one of the 
parishe oommes to me, and sayes^ Sir, this is a busie day 
with U8y we cannot heare you ; it is Robin Hoodes daye. 
The parishe are gone abroad to gather for Robin Hoode, I 
ptay you let them not I was &yne there to geve place to 
Robin Hoode. I thought my rochet shoulde have bene re- 
garded, thoughe I were not; but it woulde not serve, it was 
£iyne to geve place to Robin Hoodes men. 

^ It is no laughying matter, my frendes, it is a weepyng 
matter, a heavy matter, under the pretence for gatherynge for 
Robin Hoode,a traytour* and a theefe,to putout a preacher, 
to have his office lesse esteemed, to prefierre Robin Hoode 
before the ministration of gods worde, and all this hath come 
of unpreaching prelates. Thys realme hath bene ill provided 
for, that it hath had suche corrupte judgementes in it, to pre- 
ferre Robin Hoode to gods worde. If the bishoppes had 
bene preachers, there shoulde never have bene any such 
thing, &c.'* 

(CC>— « may be called the patron of archery.''] The bow 
and arrow makers, in particular, have always held his memory 



• The bishop grows scnirfloiia. "I never heard," says Coke, attorney- 
general, " that Robin Hood was a traitor, they say he was an outlaw." 
(State trials,!. SIS.— Raleigh had said, " Is it not strange for me to make 
myself a Robin Hood, a Kett, or a Cader») 
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in ibe utiiiOGt levereace. Thus, in the old ballad of LondoDi 
ordinarr: 
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Ih a (light, but, at he thought, necesaaiy aherstirm, 

ir RoMn Hood be dsI U home, 
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" I find," sajs Stow, " that in die monedi of M17, die 
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Hie lines, 

" iDTfttd ToyM priDHt frwn (bdr nnrti 
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these archers were of the kynges garde, and had thus appa- 
reled themselves to make solace to the kynge. Then Robyn 
Hood desyred the kyng and quene to come into the grene 
wood, and to se how the outhwes lyve. The kyng de- 
maunded of the quene and her ladyes, if they durst adven- 
ture to go into the wood with so many outlawes. Then the 
quene said, if it pleased hym, she was content. Then the 
homes blewe tyll they came to the wood under Shoters-hiU, 
and ' there was an arber made of bowes, with a hal, and a 
great chamber, and an inner chamber, very well made and 
covered with iloures and swete herbes, which the kyng muche 
praised* Then sayd Robyn Hood, Sir, outlawes brekefastes 
is venyson, and therefore you must be content with such &ie 
as we use. Then the kyng and quene sate doune, and were 
served with venyson and vyne by Robyn Hood and his men, 
to their great contentacion. Then the kyng departs and 
his company, and Robyn Hood and his men them con- 
duicted ; and as they were retumyng, there met with them 
two ladyes in a ryche chariot drawen with v. horses, and 
every horse had his name en his head, and on eveiy horse 
sat a lady with her name written .... and in the chayie 
sate the lady May, accompanied with lady Flora, richely 
appareled; and they saluted the kyng with diverse goodly 
songes, and so brought hym to Grenewyche. At this maiyng 
was a greate number of people to beholde, to their great 
solace and confort.'' (fo. Ivi, b.) 

That this sort of May-games was not peculiar to London, 
appears from a passage in Richard Robinson's ^ Third asser- 
tion Englishe historicall, frendly in &vour and furtherance 
of English archery :'^ 

* See *'The anneient order societie and nnitie landable of prince 
Arthare and hU knightly armory of the ronnd table. . . Translated and 
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In some old accounts of the chuidi-wardens of Saint He- 
lens at Abingdon, Berks, for the year 1556, there is an entry 
For setting up Robins Hoodes Bower; I suppose, says War- 
ton, for a parish interlude. (See History of English poetry, 
u. 175.)* 

At lord FitBwUliams's at Ridimond, there is, or lately was, a corioaa 
painting, by YinckenboomB, representing old Richmond palace, with a 
group of morris-dancers. It has been badly engraved by Godfrey, who 
reduced the figures to too small a scale. Mr. Donee has a tracing from 
the original pictore with all the figures distinctly marked. See a poem 
at the end of Hall's Downfall of May-games, 1061. 4to. 

* The precise purpose or meaning of setting up Robin Hoods bowor 
has not been satisfiictorily ascertained. Mr. Hearne, in an attempt to 
derive the name of *< The Chiltem country" (cillcejlUf Saxon) from 
silex, a flint, has the following words : *' Certe Silcestriam, ice, i. e. 
Certainly Silchester, in Hampsliire, signifies notiiing but the city of 
flints (that is, a city composed or built of flint-stones). And wliat is 
more, in that very Chiltem country you may frequently see houses bailt 
of flints, in erecting which, in ancient times, I suppose that many per- 
sons involved themselves deeply in debt, and that, in order to extricate 
themselves, they took up money at interest of I know not what great 
men, which so fur disturbed their minds that they wouki become thieves, 
and do many things in no wise agreeable to the English government. 
Hence, the nobility ordered that large woods in the Chiltem country 
should, in a great measure, be cut down, lest they should conceal any 
considerable body of robbers, who were wont to convert the same into 
lurking places. It concerns this matter to call to mind, that of this sort 
of robbers was that Robin or Robert Hood, of whom the vulgar dayly 
sing so many wonderfhl things. He (being now made an outlaw) be- 
fore he retired into the north parts, frequently robing in the Chiltem 
country, lurked in the thickets thereof on purpose that he should not be 
taken. Thence it was, that to us boys, (exhilarating, according to cus- 
tom, the mind with sports) certain countrymen, with whom we had 
accidentally some conversation, shewed us that sort of den or retreat 
(vulgarly called Robin Hood's bower) in Maydenhead-thicket ; which 
thicket is the same that Leland in his Itinerary, called Frith, 1^ which 
name the Anglo-Saxons themselves spoke ct thickets. For although 
ppi'iS in reality signifys peace, yet since numerous groves with them 
(as well as before with the Britons) were deemed sacred, it is by no 
means to be wondered at that a great wood (because manifestly as 
asylum) should, in the Judgment of the Anglo-Saxons, be called by no 
other name than pfU^ep: and that Maydenhead-thicket was esteemed 
among the greater woods Leland himself is a witness. Ri|^tty therefor 
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about the beginning of the 16th centaiy, will be derived 
from some curious extracts given by Mr. Lysons, in bis valu- 
able work intitled **The environs of London/* (Vol. 1. 1792. 
p. 226) from the contemporary accounts of the ^ church- 
wardens of the parish of Kingston upon Thamesv'' 

** Robin Hood and May-game, 

"23 Hen. 7. To the menstorell upon May-day 4 

For payn^ng of the mores garments and for 

sarten gretleveres* 2 4 

For paynting of a bannar for Robin Hode 3 

For 2 M. & ^ pynnys 10 

For 4 plyts and J of laun for the mores gar- 
ments 2 11 

For orsedenf for the same 10 

• ** The word livery was formerly used to signify any thing delhrered ; 
see the Northamberland honsehold book, p. 00. If it ever bore snch an 
acceptation at that time, one might be induced to suppose, from the fol- 
lowing entries, that it here meant a badge, or something of that kind : 

IS C. of leveres for Robin Hode 05t 

For leveres, paper and sateyn 0099 

For pynnes and leveres 005 

For 13 C. of leverys 044 

For S4 great ly vereys 004 

We are told that formerly, in the celebration of May-games, the yoath 
divided themselves into two troops, the one in winter livery, the other 
in the habit of the spring. See Brands Popular antiquities, p. Ml." 
This quotation is misapplied. Liveries, in the present instance, are 
pieces of paper or sateyn with some device thereon, which were distii- 
Irated for money among the spectators. So in a passage which will be 
shortly quoted fkx>m Jacke Drums entertainment : *' Well said, my boyea, 
I must have my lords livory ; what is't f a May-pole ?" See also Stnbs*a 
'Anatomie qf ctlnuei, 1983, sig. M. 8. b. and Skeltons Don dnixote, part 
8. chap. 83. 

'* f Though it varies considerably from that word, this may be a eor- 
rvption of orplment, which was much in use for eolonring the morris 
garments." How orseden can be a conmption of orpimtnt is not very 
easy to conceive : it may as well be supposed to mean wonted or back- 



CXrill NOTES AKD 11LVSTBATI0K8. 

To nnyde Maijaii for her labour fbc two 



VOTES AND ILLUSTKATIONS. 



KOTia AND ILLUSTRATIOKS. 

tuypolat Tntk, Iwerc ■ good bod^ tor ■ coutlcn Impma, U 
kBl (bit Ur«, Fmcn flamcit. Hold coulk, hold. 

Higiaatlufielm. 
FMi. Thwikn, cohiIb, wben tht lord laj ItOan todll »m» 
npi]' JTM ititiK. Yuiir beDsralcBU too. lir. 



ROTES AMD ILLUSTBaTIONB. CXXUl 

In m old manuacript musicfe book giveri latelj' bj Mr. 
Dalzset Id (be advoealea library me the following icraps of 
songs aboitt lUibin Hood. 



CSXir KOtES ARD ILLUBTRATIOHS. 

In Scotland, "llie gome of Bobin Hood was cekbnUed 
in die month of May. The populace assembled previous to 
the celebratioii of this festiral, and cbose some respectable* 

mrmtiBT rt Iks i-nmnntinn tn nffii-inln in tiw rJianpldT of 



B AMD ILLirSTRATIONS. 



Morite amnsemait. Year after yeat the magistrates of 
Edinbui^ were ob%ed to eiert their authority* in teprei- 
sii^ this game ; often iueflectually. - In the jtxt 1561, the 
mob were so enraged at bebg disappinnled in makii^ a 



R AKD II.LtrST&ATIONS. 



CXXVIll NOTES AKD ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Near Gloucester is ^^a famous hUV called ^ Robin Hoods 
hill;" concerning which there is a very foolish modem song. 
Another hill of the same name exists in the neighbourhood 
of Castleton, Derbyshire. 

'< Over a spring calVd Robin Hoods well, (3 or 4 miles 
[on] this side [i.e. north] of Doncaster, and but a quarter 
of a mile only from 2 towns calVd Skelbroug^ and Bour* 
wallis) is a very handsome stone arch, erected by the lord 
Carlisle, where passengers from the coach frequently dimk 
of the fidr water, and give their charity to two people 
who attend there.'' (Gents History of York. York, 1730, 
p. 234.*) 

Though there is no attendance at present, nor is the water 
altogether so frur as it might and should be, the case was 
otherwise in the days of honest Bamaby. 

" Yeni Doncaster, &c. 

Nescit sitis artem modi, ' 

Puteum Roberti Hoodi 

Yeni, & liqaente vena 



likewise bear the name of Robin Hoods buts; and others. It is inw- 
Sined, may be met with in other parts. 

* Epigram on Robin Hoods well, " a fine spring on die road, oron- 
mented by sir John Yanbmgh ;" By Roger Gale, esq. (Bib. Topo. 
Britan. No. II. part III. p. 427.) 

'* Nympha fui quondam latronibus hospita sylvK 

Hen niminm sociia nota, Robine, tnis. 
Me padet innocnos laticea fodiase scelestia, 

Jamqne viatori pocula tnta fero. 
En pietatis honos I Gomes banc mihi Carliolensis 

Miem sacravit qui bibis, hospes, aquas." 

The same author (Cknt), in his " long and pathetick proBogve," set- 
ting forth " the contingencies, vicissitudes or changes of this transitory 
life," " spoken, for the most part, on Wednesday and FHday the 18th 
and SOth of February, 1761, at the deep tragedy of beantiftil, eloqaent, 
tender-hearted, but unfortunate Jane Shore, .... uttered and performed 
at his benefit" . . . (being then astatis 70, and far declined into the vale 



VOTKS AMD ILLUBTRATIOHa. 

TdUhh ilUiBi pureum iM, 
Sotvcni oboluii oiitodl. 



CZXX KOTES AVD ILLUSTRATIOITS^ 

^ Not &r [off Bitham, in Lmcolnsliire] is Robyn HuddeM 
cros, a limes of the shires.'' Leiands Itineraiy, I. 25. 

(HH) — ^"conferred as a singular distinction upon the 
prime minister to the king of Madagascar .''] The natives of 
this island^ who have dealings with our people, pride them- 
selves, it seems, in English names, which are bestowed upon 
them at the discretion or caprice of the sailors : and thus a 
venerable minister of state, who should have been called sir 
Robert Walpole or cardinal Fleury, acquired the name of 
Robin Hood. Mr. Ives, by whom he is frequently mentioned, 
relates the following anecdote : 

^ The reader will excuse my giving him another instance 
. . . .which still more strikingly displays the extreme sensi- 
bility of these islanders, in respect to their kings dignity. 
Robin Hood (who seemed to act as prime minister, and ne- 
gotiated most of the king's concerns with our agent-victualler) 
was one day transacting business with another gentleman of 
the squadron, and they happened to differ so much about the 
value of a certain commodity, that high words arose, and at 
length Robin Hood in the greatest agitation Started from the 
ground where he was sitting, and swore that he would imme- 
diately acquaint the king of Baba with what had passed. 
0\^ English gentleman, too much heated with this threat, and 
the violent altercation which had preceded it, unguardedly 
replied, « D— n the king of Baba."— The eyes of Robin 
Hood flashed like lightning, and in the most violent wrath 
he retorted, ^ D — ^n king George." At the same instant he 
left the spot, hurrying away towards the Madagascarian cot- 
tages. Our countryman was soon struck with the impropriety 
of his behaviour, followed and overtook the disputant, and 
having made all proper concessions^ the affidr was happily 
terminated."* 

* Toyafe from Sd{Uih1 to IndU, 1773, p. 8. til a rabscqaent page. 



CXXXU NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Hiese Roberdsmen are mentioned in Pierce the ploughmans 
crede, written about 1400 : 

** And right as Robartesmen raken aboate." * 

Mr. Warton, who had onoe thought that the friers Robertines 
were here meant, observes that '' the e3q>ression of Robin 
hoodes men, in bishop Latimers sermon, is not without an 
allusion to the bad sense of Roberdsmen.'^ (H. £. P. ii. 
additions, sig. d. 4.) It does not, however, appear that the 
latter word has been ever used in a good one ; nor is theiey 
after all, sufficient ground for concluding that these people 
were so named after Robin Hood. 

(KK) — ^^'the honour of little Johns death and burial is 
contended for by rival nations."] I. By England. At the 
village of Hathersage, about 6 miles from Castleton, in Derby- 
shire, is Little Johns grave. A few years ago some curious 
person caused it to be opened, when there were found several 
bones of an uncommon size which he preserved; but, meeting 
afterward with many unlucky accidents, he carefully replaced 
them ; partly at the intercession of the sexton, who had taken 
them up for him, and who had in like manner been visited 
with misfortunes: upon restoring the bones all these troubles 
ceased. Such is the tradition at Castleton. £. Hargrove, in 
his ^'Anecdotes of archery," York, 1792, asserts, that " the 
grave is distinguished by a large stone placed at the head, 
and another at the feet; on each of which are yet some re- 
mains of the letters I. L.'^ (p. 26.)t II. By Scotland. ^In 

* They likewise leem allnded to in the Yislon» fo. 1, b. 

" And ryse wyth ribaady as Rebertet knaves." 

t " On a loose paper, in Mr. Ashmole*s hand writing, in the mnseoni 
at Oxford, is the following little anecdote : 
<*lhe famoof Little John (Robin Hood*a compaolmi) lyea burled ia 



HOTSS AND I L LUST RATIONS. CXXXIII 

Mvm; land" according to that most TCiacious historian, 
maiater Hector Bob, " is the kirke of Pette, quhaie the basis 
of IjrtillJohnereinaiiUin gtet admiratiounof pepill. Hehes 
bene ibuitene fiit of hycht * with square membris eRering 



NOTES AND ILLU8TRAT1 



&e Tealme by sailing into Iieland, where he sojomied fer s 
few dales at Dublin. The citizeni being doone to undei- 
ttvad the wandering outcast to be an excdlent atcber, re- 
quested himhartilielo triehow&iheconid shoot at iBnd<m; 



HD ILLUSTRATION!!. 



fasve belonged to Littk John, «ith (he mune of Naylor upon 
it, is DOW, aa the editor ig infonned, in the posaession of a 
gmtlenun in the nest riding of Yoikshiie. 

The quotation about whetstones is ftom the Sloan MS. 



ROBIN HOOD. 

PART I. 



A LYTELL GESTE OP ROBYN HODE. 

Ta I B aocieDt legend ia prinled from (be coj^of aneditiaa, id 4to. 
&Dd black kUer, bj Wjokea de Worde, preserved in the public 
libnujr U Ctmbiidge; conipaied wiA, and, in aome places, 
comcled b;, anodier impreuion (appaiently from the former), 
likewiie in 4to. and black letter, by William Copland ; a copy 
of which is among the late Mr. Garricks old playa, now in the 
British Museum. The full title of the first ediiioa is as folluwa : 



2 A LYTELL OESTE 

" Here beginneth a mery geste of Robyn Hode and hia meyne, 
and of the proude aheiyfe of Notyngham ;'' and the printers 
colophon runs thus : " Ezplycit. Kynge Edwarde and Robyn 
hode and Lytell Johan Enprented at London in Flete strete at 
the sygne of the sone By Wynken de Worde/' To Coplands 
edition is added " a newe playe for to be played in Maye games 
very plesaunte and full of pastyme ;** which will be found at 
large in another place. No other copy of either edition is known 
to be extant ; but, by the favour of the reverend Dr. Farmer, 
the editor had in his hands and gave to Mr. Douce a few leaves 
of an old 4to. black letter impression, by the above Wynken de 
Worde, probably in 1489 ; and totally unknown to Ames and 
Herbert. Another edition was printed at Edinburgh by Androw 
Myllar and Walter Chepman in 1508, a fragment whereof is in 
'theAdvocates library there. This is, probably, the edition noticed 
among the tales eniimerafed in Wedderbums Complainte of 
Scotland, printed at St. Andrews in 1549, under the ^tle of 
" Robene Hude and litil Jhone.'* Among the doctors numerous 
literary curiosities was likewise another edition, *' printed," after 
Coplands, " for Edward White," (4to. black letter, no date, 
but entered in the Stationers books 13 May, 1594) which hath 
been collated, and every variation worthy of notice either adopted 
or remarked in die margin. The only desertion from all the copiei 
Cexcept in necessary corrections) is the division of stanzas, the 
indenting of the lines, the addition of points, the disuse of abbre- 
viations, and the occasional introduction or rejection of a capital 
letter ; liberties, if they may be so called, which have htea taken 
with most of the other poems in this collection. 



Lithe and lysten, gentylmen, 
That be of frebore blode ; 

I shall you tell of a good yem^iiy 
His name was Robyn Hode. 



/ 



I LYTELL OESTB 



OP KOBYN RODE. 



No more ye shall no good yem^. 
That walketh by g^ene wode shave, 

Ne no knyght, ne no squy6r. 
That volde be a good felawe. 



r ROBTN HO BE. 



Welcome be thou to giene wood, 

Hende kn^t and fre ; 
My mayster bath abyden you fastyii|;e, 

Syr, all these onres thre. 



k LXTXLL GSSTK 



10 A LTTBLL OESTB 

Lvtrtrti Johu) let it Ive full atvll. 



r ROBTN UODE. 



A LTTELL GBSTE 

What is the somme ? sayd Robyn, 



A LTTEI.t. OEBTB 

Come now forthe, Lytell Johan, 



OF ROBYM HODE. 

And of every handful! that he met 



OF ROBYK KODE. 



The hye justyce and many mo 
Had take into their bonde 

Holy all the knyghtes det. 
To put that knyght to wronge. 



OF R0BV8 BODE. 

Thy daye is bioke, sayd the justyce, 



A LYTELL GESTE 

God, that was of a majrden boine, 



An hondred potuule, aajd the abbot. 

The juBtyce aaid, Gyre him two. 
Nay, be god, layd the kn^ht, 

Yet gete ye it not soo : 



L LTTELL OESTB 



' Syr abbot, and ye men of lawe, 
Now have 1 holde ray daye, 



OP ROBTN IIODB. 



A LYTELL GE8TE 



A full fayre game there was upwt, 
A whyte bult up ipyght ; 



YTELL OESTE 



The sheryf swore n full grete othe, 
By hym that dyed on a tree, 

T)il« man ia ttif ViMt nn>)ipri> 



Now is Lytel Johan the sberyfies man. 

He gyre us well to spede. 
But alway thought Lytell Johan 



A LTTELL GESTE 

The butler was ful uncurteys, 
There he stode on Sore, 



And there he lent Lytel Johan, 

Good strokes tbre. 
I make myu avowe, sayd Lytell Johan, 

Thfw. BtmlrM Ivlcf^h well ttip. 



I LYTELL GESTE 



AdiJ every yere of Robyn Hode 

Twenty marke to thy fee. 
Put up thy swerde, sayd the coke, 



A I.TTKLL GEBTE 



' God the save, my dere mayit^, 

Ani] Trvat t>u> maiP nni] up." 



? bobth bode. 



Styll stode the proude shnyf, 

A Bory man was he : 
" Wo worthe the, Raynolde Grenefefe! 

Thou hast now betrayed me." 



A LYTELL GEST£ 

Robyn commaunded his w^;ht yong n 



Lete roe go, then sayd the sherjf, 

For Baynt Charjt^, 
A&d I iTfll be thy best frende 



3o we to dyner, sayd Lytell Johan. 
Robyn Hode sayd, Nay ; 



r EOBTK BOSK. 



They went up to the Sayles, 

liiese yemen all thre ; 
niey kkeA est, they loked weat, 



Bende youi bowes, sayd Lyt«ll Johan, 



OF KOBTN BODl. 



A LYTELL GBKTE 

And everych of them a good mantill. 



OF KOBTN HODB, 43 

Have no doute, mayater, aayd Lytell Johan, 

Ye have no ned« I a&ye, 
This monke it hath bmnglit, 1 dare well twere, 



A LTTKLL OESTE 

Aod tbou art made her messengiere. 



OF-ROBTN RODE. 



Lytell JcJian let k lye full Btyll, 

And went to hia mayster in hast; 
Syr, he savd. the monlce is trewe ynowe^ 



V LTTELL GESTE 



Whether be ye away ? sayd Rol^. 
" Svr. to maneri ia this londe. 



or ftOBTK nODE. 



(jrete well your abbot, aayd Robyn, 
And your pryour, I yOu pray, 

And byd hym send me such a suHike, 
To dyner every day. 



OF KOSYN HODE. 

And yf I toke it twyae, 



i LYTELL GE8TE 



And yf thou fayle ony spendynge, 
Com to Robyn Hode, 



.).olr n/i^A Aivla 



t LYTELL GE8TE 



A LYTBLl. OESTB 

Robyn sawe the busBbement to-broke, 



01 ROBYH HOD£. 

God forbede, uyd lytell Much, 



OF HOBTN KODE. 



Full faste came to the hye sherjfe, 

The cdttDtre up to rout, 
And they beset the Icnyghts cast^U, 



I tYTELL QKSTB 



' He wolde avowe that lie bad done, 
To mayntayne the ontiawefl stionge, 



OP BOBTK IIDDE. 

The shervf there favled of Robyn Hode. 



A LITBLL OESTG 

" God the save, good Robyn Hode, 



P BOBTM HO&E. 



52 A LYTELL GESTE 

; Robyn bent a good bowe, 

' An Brmica ho ilroDO af kin im. 



A LTTBLL GE3TE 

Here our kynge was woDt to se 



OF HOBYH IIODE. 

That he ne shall leae his faede, 
Tltat is the best ball in bis hode : 

nivn it nn man mv Innlo tks bvnow. 



That ye Bhall mete with good RobjFn, 
Od lyre yf tkftt he be. 



OF ROBTtr HODE. 



OF BOBTN UODE. 

On every syde a rose garlonde, 



A L1fT£LL CBSTE 

ITiaii bespake g«)d Gylberte, 



OF KOBIN 
tlnhvn hphpMii mir i^r 



op ROBTN HODB. 

The Icynge k»t of his cote then, 



V LYTELL OESTE 



A LYTELL GfiBTE 

Fottk than went Robyn Hode, 



? HOBTN HOSE. 



[and the potter]. 



[and the potter]. 



92 EOBYN HODE 

Y well queyt the, kod the flcreffe, 

And swer be god of meythe. 
Schetyng thay left, aod horn they went, 

Her «ooper was redey deythe. 

tJpon the morow, when het was day, 
He boskyd hem forthe to reyde ; 

The potter hes carte forthe gan ray, 
And wolde not [be] lefFe beheynde. 

He toke leffe of the screfiys wyfie, 

And thankyd her of all l^yng : S40 

" Dam^ for mey loffe, and ye well thys wer, 

Y geffe yow her a golde ryng.'' 

Gramarsey, seyde the weyffe. 

Sir, god eylde het the. 
The screffes hart was never so leythe. 

The feyr forest to se. 

And when he cam ynto the foieyit, 
Yonder the leffes grene, 

r 

Berdys ther tdnge on bowhes prest, 

Het was gret goy to sene. 250 

her het ys merey to be, seyde Roben, 
For a man that had hawt to spende : 

Be mey home '^ we' schall awet 
Yeff Roben Hode be * ner hande/ 

Vi 233. mey Ibey. V. 251. se. V. 254. he. 



94 ROBYK HOD£ 

That wot 7 well, seyde Robeo^ 

Y thanke god that y be her ; 

Therfor schall ye leffe yowr horse with hos. 
And all your hother ger. sao 

That fend I godys forbode, kod the ncteffe. 

So to lese mey godde. 
<< Hether ye cam on horse foil hey. 

And horn schall ye go on fote ; 
And gret well they weyffe at home. 

The woman ys foil godde. 

Y schall her sende a wheyt palffrey, 

Het hambellet as the weynde ; 
Ner for the loffe of yowr weyffe. 

Off mor sorow scholde yow seyng." «9o 

Thes parted Robyn Hode and the screffe. 
To Notynggam he toke the waye ; 

Hes weyffe feyr welcomed hem horn, 
And to hem gan sche saye : 

Seyr, how haffe yow fared yn grene foreyst? 

Haffe ye browt Roben hom ? [bon, 

'^ Dam, the deyell spede hem, bothe bodey and 

Y haffe hade a foil grete skome. 

V. 279. that ye be. V. 284. y. V. 288. The MS. repeats 
this line after the following : Het ambellet be mey sey« 



[aHD THE potter]. 



HOBTN HODB [anD THE POTTER], 

Thes partjd Robyn, the screffe, and Ihe potter, 

Ondernethe the grene wod tre. 
God haffe mersey on Roben Hedjs solkr 

And saffe all god yemanrey I 



ROBIN HOOD AND THE BEGGAR. 

This poem, « Dortb-counby (oi, peihips, Scotiah) compaution 
of Miine untiquilj, if pven bom a modern cop; printed al New- 
castk, where it was acodentally picked up : no otber edition 
having been ever aeeo or heard of. The cormptiona of llie presi 
. being eqnall; nnmeroiu and minute, some of the most liiOing 
hare beea corrected without notice. But it may be proper to 
mentiaD that each line of the printed copy it here thrown into 
two : a ilep which, Ibough absolutely necesury from the narrow- 
ness of tbe page, is sufikientljjusbiyed by the frequent recurrence 
of the double time. The dirision of alaniai was conceived to be 
a still farther improvement.— The original title ia, " A pretty 
dialogue betwiit Robin Hood and a beggar." 

A aimilar story (" Commeiit nn minne se dtbarasse des 
voleuis") may be found in Le moyen de paivenir, i. 304 (edit. 
1739). 



98 ROBIN HOOD 



Lyth and listen, gentlemen, 

That be of high bom blood, 
I'll tell you of a brave booting 

That befell Robin Hood. 

Robin Hood upon a day, • 

He went forth him alone, 
And as he came from Barasdale 

Into fair evening, 

He met a beggar on the way, 

Who sturdily could gang ; 10 

He had a pike-staff in his hand 

That was both stark and Strang ; 

A clouted clock about him was, 

That held him frae the cold, 
The thinnest bit of it, I guess, 

Was more than twenty fold. 

His meal-poke hang about his neck. 

Into a leathern whang. 
Well fastened to a broad bucle, 

That was both stark and ' Strang.' ou 

He had three hats upon his head, 

Together sticked fast, 
He car'd neither for wind nor wet. 

In lands where'er he past. 

V. 24. wher'e. 



AND THE BEOOAR. 



104 ROBIN HOOD 

'' I have been watchman in this wood 

Near hand this twenty year, 
Yet I was never so hard bestead 

As ye have found me here ; 

A beggar with a clouted clock, 

Of whom I fear'd no ill 
Hath with his pyke-staff cla'd my back, 

I fear 'twill never be well. 

See, where he goes o'er yon hill, 

' With hat upon his head ; sn 

If e'er ye lov'd your master well, 
Go now revenge this deed ; 

And bring him back agedn to me, 

If it lie in your might, 
That I may see, before I die, 

Him punish'd in my sight : 

And if you may not bring him back, 

Let him not go loose on ; 
For to us all it were great shame 

If he escape again.'' 40 

*^ One of us shall with you remain, 

Because you're ill at ease. 
The other two shall bring him back. 

To use him as you please." 



AND THE BEOOAR. 

Now, by my truth, says food Robin, 



AND THE BBGOAR. 

His pyke-staff they have taken him frae, 



108 ROBIN HOOD 

And back again thou shall be led, 

And fast bound shalt thou be, 
To see if he will have thee slain, 

Or hailed on a tree. iso 

The beg^ then thought all was wrong. 

They were set for his wrack, 
He saw nothing appearing then 

But ill upon warse back. 

Were he out of their hands, he thought, 

And had again his tree, 
He should not be led back for nought, 

With such as he did see. 

Then he bethought him on a wile. 

If it could take effect, lao 

How he might the young men beguile. 

And give them a begeck. 

Thus to do them shame for ill 

His beastly breast was bent. 
He found the wind blew something shrill, 

To further his intent. 

He said. Brave gentlemen, be good, 

And let a poor man be ; 
When ye have taken a beggar's blood. 

It helps you not a flee. im 

V. 132. gave, begack. 



AND TMK BEOGAK. 



ItOBlN HOOD 



AND THE BEGGAR. 

Wherewith he blinded them bo close. 



112 ROBIK HOOD 

The young men answered never a word, 

They were dum as a stane ; 
In the thick wood the beggar fled, 

E'er they riped their een : 

And syne the night became so late, 

To seek him was in vain : 
But judge ye if they looked blate 

When they cam home again. eco 

Good Robin speer*d how they had sped. 

They answered him, Full ill. 
That can not be, good Robin says, 

Ye have been at the mill. 

The mill it is a meat-rife part. 
They may lick what they please, 

Most like ye have been at the art. 
Who would look at your ' claiths.' 

They hang*d their heads, they drooped down, 
A word they could not speak. s^h) 

Robin said, Because I fell a-sound, 
I think ye'U do the like. 

Tell on the matter, less or more. 

And tell me what and how 
Ye have done with the bold begg&r 

I sent you for right now. 

V. 22 1 . speed. V. 228. cloaths. 



D TH£ BEOOA 



HOBIN HOOD AND GUY OF GI3B0BNE, 

ia icpiinted ftom the " Reliquei of uident En^iib poetiy," 
published by Dr. Peicj, (Vol. I. p. 81.) whothersgiTa it Emm 
fail " folio H3." u "nerer befoK printed, am]' cuiying'su^ 
of mach graater aadqni^ thaii uij of the common populu longB 
OD this Bobject." 

As fbi Gn; of Gisbaroe, the onlj further memorUl which bw 
occured cDDceniing him, is in, sn old latf licsl piece bj William 
Dunbtu', a oelebraled Scoliili poet, of the ISih century, on mm 
" Scbir Thomu Noiy," (MS. Haitland, p. 3. HS3. Mon, L). 
5. 10.^ where he is nanted alonj^with our hero, Adam Bell, and 
other wortiiici, it ig conjectured, of a umilar itamp, but whose 
merib have not, less fortoDalely, come to the knowlege of 
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" Was nevir weild Robbinb under bewcfa. 
Nor yitt Roger of Clekkinslewch, 

So bauld a baime as he ; 
Ot of Gysburne, na AUane Bell, 
Na Simones sones of QuhynseU, 

Off thocht war nevir so slie." 

Gisborne is a market-town in the west riding of the county of 
Yoik, on the borders of Lancashire. 

In the fourth edition of the publication above referred to, which 
appeared in July 1795, it is acknowleged, that " Some liberties 
were, by the editor, taken mth this ballad, which, in this edition 
hath been brought nearer to the folio MS." The new readings 
have therefore been introduced into the present text. 

Whan shaws beehe sheene, and shraddes full 
And leaves both large and longe/ [f&yre, 

Itf s merrye walkyng in the fayre forr^st 
To heare the small birdes songe. 

The woodweele sang, and wold not cease, 

Sitting upon the spraye, 
Boe lowde, he wakened Robin Hood, 

In the greenwood where he lay. 

Now, by my faye, sayd jollye Robin, 
A sweaven I had this night ; lo 

I dreamt me of tow wighty yemi^n, 
That fast with me can fight. 

V. 1. "It should perhaps be swards : i. e. the surface of the 
ground : viz. ' when the fields are in their beauty.' " Percy. 
Rather, shrobbes (shrubs). The plural of sward was never used 
by any writer whatever. For shaws the MS. has shales. 
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Methought they did me beate and binde, 

And tooke my bowe me free ; 
Iff I be Robin alive in this lande. 

He be wroken on them towe. 

Sweavens are swift, master, quoth John, 
As the wind that blowes ore a hill ; 

For iff itt be never so loude this night, 
To-morrow it may be still. ' <o 

" Buske yee, bowne yee, my merry men all. 

And John shall goe with mee, 
For He goe seeke yond wighty yeoman, - 

In greenwood where they bee." 

Then they cast on theyr gownes of grene. 
And tooke theyr bowes each one ; 

And they away to the greene forr^st 
A shooting forth are gone ; 

Untill they came to the merry greenwood. 
Where they had gladdest to bee, so 

There they were ware of a wight yeoman, 
His body leaned to a tree. 

A sword and a dagger he wore by his side. 

Of manye a man the bane ; 
And he was clad in his capuU hyde 

Topp and tayll and mayne. 



118 ROBIN HOOD 

One shoQte now I will shoote, quoth John, 
With Christ his might and mayne ; 

He make yond sherifie that flyes soe fast. 
To stopp he shall be fayne. 

Then John bent up his long bende-bowe^ 

And fetteled him to shoote : 
The bow was made of tender boughe, 

And fell downe at his foote. 

" Woe worth, woe worth thee, wicked wood. 
That ever thou grew on a tree ! 70 

For now this day thou art my bale. 
My boote when thou shold bee/' 

His shoote it was but loosely shott, 
Yet flewe not the arrowe in vaine, 

For itt mett one of the sheriffes men, 
Good William a Trent was slaine. 

It had bene better of William a Trent 
To have bene abed with sorrowe, 

Than to be that day in the greenwood slade 
To meet with little Johns arrowe. so 

But as it is said, when men be mett 

Fyve can doe more than three^ 
The sherifie hath taken Little John, 

And bound him fast to a tree. 



F GISBORNB. 



" Hiou slialt be drawen by dale and downe. 

And iuutged hjre on a hill." 
But thou roayst fayleof thy purpose, quoth John, 
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'' Now come with me^ thou wighty yeman 
And Robin thou soone shalt see : 

But first let us some pastime find 
Under the greenwood tree. 

First let us some masterye make 

Among the woods so even, ii» 

We may chance to meet with Robin Hood 

Here at some unsett Steven/' 

They cutt them down two summer shroggs, 

That grew both under a breere. 
And sett them threescore rood in twaine. 

To shoote the prickes y-fere. 

Leade on, good fellowe, quoth Robin Hood, 

Leade on, I do bidd thee. 
Nay, by my faith, good fellowe, hee sayd. 

My leader thou shalt bee. leo 

The first time Robin shot at the pricke. 

He mist but an inch it fro : 
The yeoman he was an archer good. 

But he cold never shoote soe. 

The second shoote had the wightye jemka. 

He shot within the garl^d : 
But Robin he shott far better than hee. 

For he clave the good pricke-wande. 
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A blessing upon tfay heart, lie sayd ; 
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Robin was reachles on a roote 

And stumbled at that tyde ; 
And Ouy was quicke and nimble withall. 

And hitt him ore the left syde. 

Ah, deere ladye, sayd Robin Hood tho, 

That art both mother and may, 
I think it was never mans destinye 

To dye before his day. i6o 

Robin thought on our ladye deere, 

And soone leapt up againe, 
And strait he came with a[n] awkwarde stroke 

And he sir Guy hath slayne. 

He took sir Guys head by the hayre, 
And sticked itt upon his bowes end : 

^' Thou hast beene a traytor all thy life. 
Which thing must have an end." 

V. 158. both.] This in the three former editions of the 
Reliques is, improperly, altered to but. 

y. 163. awkwarde.] So, according to Percy, reads his MS. 
He has altered it to ' backward.' 

y. 164. The title of Sik, Dr. Percy says, was not formerly 
peculiar to knights ; it was given to priests, and sometimes to 
very inferior personages. If the text did not seem to be in favour 
of the latter part of this assertion, one might reasonably question 
its truth. Another instance, at leut, it is believed, admitting 
this to be one, which is by no means certain, cannot be produced. 
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Robin palled forth an Irish knife. 
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Yonder I heare sir Guyes home blowe, 

Itt blowes soe well in tyde, 
And yonder comes that wightye yeoman, 

Cladd in his capull hyde. 

Gome hyther, come hyther, thou good sir Guy, 

Aske what thou wilt of mee. 
1 will none of thy gold, sayd Robin, 

Nor I will none of thy fee : 200 

But now I have slaine the master, he sayes, 

Let me goe strike the knave ; 
For this is all the meede I aske ; 

Nor no other will I have. 

Thou art a madman, sayd the sherifie, 
Thou sholdst have had a knightes fee : 

But seeing thy asking hath beene soe bad, 
Well gifanted it shal bee. 

When Little John heard his master speake. 
Well knewe he it was his steven : 210 

Now shall I be looset, quoth Little John, 
With Christ his might in heaven. 

Fast Robin hee hyed him to Little John, 
He thought to loose him belive ; 

ThQ sheriffe and all his companye 
Fast. after him did drive. 
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Stand abacke, stand abacke, sayd Robin ; 
Why draw you mee so neere ? 



A TRUE TALE OF ROBIN HOOD: 

A briefe touch of the life and death of that re- 
nowned outlaw Robert earl of HuDtiagdon, vulgarly 
called Robin Hood, who lived and dyed in A. D. 
1198.* being the 9th year of king Richard tlie first, 
commonly called Richard Coeur de Lyon. 

Carefully collected out of the truest writers of our 
English Chronicles : and published for the satisfaction 
of those who desire truth from falshood. 

BY MABTIM PAKKER. 

* An absnnl miitake, kuccI; wutli notice in thii place, and 
which the Ktdet will h«ve it ia bii own powa to eoritct. 
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This poem, given ttoHL an edition in black letter, printed for 
I. C^larke, W. Thackeray, and T. Pasnnger, 1686, remaining in 
the curious library left by Anthony d Wood, appears to have 
been first entered on the hall-book of the stationers company, the 
29tii of February, 1631. 

Martin Parker was a great writer of ballads, several of which, 
with is initials subjoined, are still extant in the Pepysian and 
other collections. (See " Ancient songs," 1829, ii. p. 263.) 
Dr. Percy mentions a little miscellany intitled, " The garland 
of withered roses, by Martin Parker, 1656." The editor has^ 
likewise, seen " The nightingale warbling forth her own disaster, 
or the rape of Philomela : newly written in Englbh verse by 
Martin Parker, 1632 " and, on tiie 24th. of November, 1640, 
Mr. Oulton enters, at Stationers hall, " a book called The true 
story of Guy earle of Warwicke, in prose, by Martyn Parker.*' 

At the end of this poem the author adds " The epitaph which 
the prioress of the monastry of Kirkslay in Yorkshire set over 
Kobin Hood, which," he says, " (as is before mentioned) was 
to be read within these hundred years, though in old broken 
English, much to the same sence and meaning." He gives it 
thus: 

'' Decembris quarto die, 1198. anno regni Bichardi primi 9. 

" Robert earl of Huntington 

" Lies under tiiis little stone, 

" No archer was like him so good ; 

" His wildness named him Robin Hood ; 

'* Full thirteen years, and something more, 

" These northern parts he vexed sore ; 

** Such ouUaws as he and his men 

" May England never know agun." 

" Some other superstitious words," he adds, " were in, which 
I," says he, " thought fit to leave out." Now, under this precise 
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gentlemani favour, one would be glad to know what these same 
" supeistitious words" were ; there not being anything of the 
kind in Dr. Gales copy, which seems to be the original, and 
which is shorter by two lines than the above. Thirteen should 
be thirty. 

Both gentlemen, and yeomen bold, 

Or whatsoever you are. 
To have a stately story told 

Attention now prepare : 

It is a tale of Robin Hood, 

Which i to you will tell ; 
Which, being rightly understood, 

I know will please you well. 

This Robin (so much talked on) 

Was once a man of fame, lo 

Instiled earl of Huntington, 

Lord Robin Hood by name. 

In courtship and magnificence 

His carnage won him praise. 
And greater favour with his prince 

Than any in ^ those' days. 

In bounteous liberality 

He too much did excell, 
And loved men of quality 

More than exceeding well. so 

V. 16. our. 
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His great revenues all he sold 

For wine and costly chear ; 
He kept three hundred bow-men bold, 

He shooting lov'd so dear. 

No archer living in his time 

With him might well compare ; 
He practis'd all his youthful prime 

That exercise most rare. 

At last, by his profuse expence, 

He had consumed his wealth ; so 

And, being outlawed by his prince. 

In woods he liv'd by stealth. 

The abbot of Saint Maries rich. 

To whom he mony ought. 
His hatred to the earl was such 

That he his downfal wrought. 

So being outlawed (as 'tis told) 

He with a crew went forth 
Of lusty cutters stout and bold. 

And robbed in the North. 4o 

Among the rest one Little John, 

A yeoman bold and free, 
Who could (if it stood him upon) 

With ease encounter three. 

VOL. I. K 
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One hundred men in all he got. 

With whom (the story says) 
Three hundred common men durst not 

Hold combat any waies. 

They Yorkshire woods frequented much, 
And Lancashire also, so 

Wherein their practises were such 
That they wrought muckle woe. 

None rich durst travel to and fro, 

Though neV so strongly arm'd, 
But by these thieves (so strong in show) 

They still were roVd and harm'd. 

His chiefest spight to th* clergy was, 

That liv'd in monstrous pride : 
No one of them he would let pass 

Along the highway side, 60 

But first they must to dinner go, 

And afterwards to shrift ; 
Full many a one he served so. 

Thus while he liv'd by theft. 

No monks nor fryers he would let go. 

Without paying their fees : 
If they thought much to be used so, 

Their stones he made them lese. 
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For such as they the country fill'd 

With bastards in those days : 70 

Which to prevent, these sparks did geld 

All that came in their ways. * 

But Robin< Hood so gentle was, 

And bore so brave a mind, 
If any in distress did pass, 

To them he was so kind, 

That he would give and lend to them. 

To help them in their need ; 
This made all poor men pray for him, 

And wish he well might speed. bo 

The widow and the fatherless 

He would send means unto ; 
And those whom famine did oppress 

Found him a friendly foe. 



** There is no authority for imputing this execrable practice 
to our hero or his companions, in any one single instance. If, 
however, the lex talionis were at all justifiable, they certainly 
had sufficient provocation to exercise it — ^not, indeed, upon the 
clergy, in particular, but upon the king, his ministers, judges, 
and nobles ; " The ancient punishment for killing the king's 
deer," says Dr. Percy, " was loss of eyes and castration : a 
punishment far worse than death !" 
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Nor would he do a woman wrong. 

But see her safe convey'd : 
He would protect with power strong 

All those who crav'd his aid. 

The abbot of Saint Maries then> 

Who him undid before, 90 

Was riding with two hundred men, 

And gold and silver store : 

But Robin Hood upon him set, 
With his couragious sparks, 
. And all the coyn perforce did get, 
Which was twelve thousand marks. 

He bound the abbot to a tree. 

And would not let him pass, 
Before that to his men and he 

His lordship had said mass : 100 

Which being done, upon his horse 

He set him fast astride. 
And with his face towards his a — 

He forced him to ride. 

His men were forced to be his guide, 

For he rode backward home : 
> The abbot, being thus villify'd, 
Did sorely chafe and fume. 



OF BOBIN HOOD. 133 

Thus Robin Hood did vindicate 

His former wrongs received : no 

For 'twas this covetous prelate 

That him of land bereav'd. 

The abbot he rode to the king, 

With all the haste he c<)uld ; 
And to his grace he every thing 

Exactly did unfold : 

And said that if no course were ta'n, 

By force or stratagem, 
To take this rebel and his train, 

No man should pass for them. 120 

The king protested by and by 

Unto the abbot then, 
That Robin Hood with speed should dye, 

With all his merry men. 

But e*re the king did any send, 

He did another feat. 
Which did his grace much more offend. 

The fact indeed was great : 

For in a short time after that 

The kings receivers went iso 

Towards London with the coyn they got, 

For's highness northern rent : - 
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Bold Robin Hood and Little John, 

With the rest of their train, 
Not dreading law, set them upon^ 

And did their gold obtain. 

The king much moved at the same, 

And the abbots talk also, 
In this his anger did proclaim, 

And sent word U> and fro, 140 

That whosoever alive or dead 

Could bring bold Robin Hood, 
Should have one thousand marks well paid 

In gold and silver good. 

This promise of the king did make 

Full many yeomen bold 
Attempt stout Robin Hood to take 

With all the force they could. 

But still when any came to him 

Within the gay green wood, 150 

He entertainment gave to them 

With venison fat and good ; 

And shew'd to them such martial sport 

With his long bow and arrow. 
That they of him did give report, 

How that it was great sorow 
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That such a worthy man as he 

Should thus be put to shift, 
Being a late lord of high degree. 

Of living quite bereft. ]6o 

The king to take him more and more 

Sent men of mickle might ; 
But he and his still beat them sore, 

And conquered them in fight : 

Or else with love and courtesie, 

To him he won their hearts. 
Thus still he liv'd by robbery 

Throughout the northern parts ; 

And all the country stood in dread 

Of Robin Hood and's men : no 

For stouter lads ne'r liv'd by bread 

In those days, nor since then. 

The abbot, which before i nam'd, 

Sought all the means he could 
To have by force this rebel ta'uj 

And his adherents bold. 

Therefore he arm'd five hundred men, 

With furniture compleat ; 
But the outlaws slew half of them, 

And made the rest retreat, i&> 
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The long bow and the arrow keen 

They were so us'd unto 
That still he kept the forrest green 

In spight o' th' proudest foe. 

Twelve of the abbots men he took. 

Who came to have him ta'n, 
When all the rest the field forsook, 

These he did entertain 

With banqueting and merriment, 

And, having us'd them well, 190 

He to their lord them safely sent, 

And wiird them him to tell. 

That if he would be pleas'd at last 

To beg of our good king. 
That he might pardon what was past, 

And him to favour bring, 

He would surrender back again 

The mony which before 
Was taken by him ' and his' men 

From him and many more. 200 

Poor men might safely pass by him. 
And some that way would chuse. 

For well they knew that to help them 
He evermore did use. 
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But where he knew a miser rich 

That did the poor oppress, 
T« feel, his coyn his ha^ds did itch, 

He'd have it, more or less : 

And sometimes, when the high-^way fail'd, 
Then he his courage rouzes, 210 

He. and his men have oft assaild 
Such rich men in their houses : 

So that, through dread of Robin then, 

And his adventurous crew. 
The misers kept great store of men, 

Which else maintained but few. 

King. Richard, of that name the first, 

Simamed Coeur de Lyon, 
Went to. defeat the Pagans curst, 

Who. kept the coasts of Sion. sso 

The bishop of Ely, chancellor, 

Was left a.vice-roy here. 
Who, like a potent emperor. 

Did proudly domineer. 

Our chronicles of him report, 

That commonly he rode 
With a thousand horse from court to court, 

Wfiere he would make abode. 
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He, riding down towards the north, 

With his aforesaid train, 230 

Robin and his men did issue forth, • 
Them all to entertain ; 

And with the gallant gray-goose wing 

They shew'd to them such play 
That made their horses kick and fling, 

And down their riders lay. 

Full glad and fain the bishop was. 

For all his thousand men, 
To seek what means he could to pass 

From out of Robins ken. c-io 

Two hundred of his men were kill'd. 

And fourscore horses good. 
Thirty, who did as captives yield. 

Were carried to the green wood ; 

Which afterwards were ransomed. 

For twenty marks a man : 
The rest set spurs to horse and fled 

To th' town of Warrington. 

» 

The bishop, sore inraged, then 

Did, in king Richards name, ^so 

Muster up a power of northern men, 

These outlaws bold to tame. 
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But Robin with his courtesie 

So won the meaner sort, 
That they were loath on him to try 

What rigour did import. 

So that bold Robin and his train 

Did live unhurt of them^ 
Until king Richard came again 

From fair Jerusalem : s6o 

And then the talk of Robin Hood 

His royal ears did fill ; 
His grace admir'd that i' th' green wood 

He was continued still. 

So that the country far and near 

Did give him great applause ; 
For none of them need stand in fear, 

But such as broke the laws. 

He wished well unto the king, 

And prayed still for his health, sro 

And never practised any thing 

Against the common-wealth. 

Only, because he was undone 

By th' cruel clergy then, 
All means that he could think upon 

To vex such kind of men, 
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He enterpriz*d with hateful spleen ; 

For which he was to blame, 
For fault of some to wreak his teen 

On all that by him came. sao 

With wealth that he by roguery got 

Eight alms-houses he built, 
Thinking thereby to purge the blot 

Of blood which he had spilt. 

Such was their blind devotion then, 

Depending on their works ; 
Which if 'twere true, we Christian men 

Inferiour were to Turks. 

But, to speak true of Robin Hood, 

And wrong him not a jot, 290 

He never would shed any mans blood 
That him invaded not. 

Nor would he injure husbandmen. 

That toil at cart and plough ; 
For well he knew wer't not for them 

To live no man knew how. 

The king in person, with some lords, 

To Nottingham did ride. 
To try what strength and skill affords 

To crush this outlaws pride. aoo 
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And, as he once before had done, 

He did again proclaim, 
That whosoever would take upon 

To bring to Nottingham, 

Or any place within the land. 

Rebellious Robin Hood, 
Should be preferred in place to stand 

With those of noble blood. 

When Robin Hood heard of the same. 

Within a little space, sio 

Into the town of Nottingham 
A letter to his grace 

He shot upon an arrow head, 

One evening cunningly ; 
Which was brought to the king, and read 

Before his majesty. 

The tenour of this letter was 

That Robin would submit, 
And be true liegeman to his grace 

In any thing that's fit, 330 

So that his highness would foigive 

Him and his merry men all ; 
If not, he must i' th* green wood live. 

And take what chance did fall. 
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The king would feign have pardoned him, 

But that some lords did say, 
This president will much condemn 

Your grace another day. 

While that the king and lords did stay 

Debating on thb thing, '. sso 

Some of these joutlaws fled away 
Unto the Scottish king. 

For they supposed, if he were ta*n 

Or to the king did yield. 
By th' commons all'the rest of 's train 

Full quickly would be quell'd. 

Of more than full an hundred men, 

But forty tarried still, 
Who were resolv'd to stick to him 

Let Fortune work her will. sio 

If none had fled, all for his sake 

Had got their pardon free ; 
The king to favour meant to take 

His merry men and he. 

But e*re the pardon to him came 

This famous archer dy'd : 
His death and manner of the same 

rie presently describe. 
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For, being vext to think upon 

His followers revolt, 350 

In melancholy passion 

He did recount his fault. 

Perfidious traytors ! said he then, 

In all your dangers past 
Have i you guarded as my men, 

To leave me thus at last ! 

This sad perplexity did cause 

A feaver, bs some say, 
Which him unto confusion draws, 

Though by a stranger way. 360 

This deadly danger to prevent, 

He hie'd him with all speed 
Unto a nunnery, with intent 

For his healths-sake to bleed. 

A faithless fryer did pretend 

In love to let him blood, 
But he by falshood wrought the end 

Of famous Robin Hood, 

The fryer, as some say, did this 

To vindicate the wrong stq 

Which to the clergy he and his 

Had done by power strong. 
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Thus dyed he by treachery, 

That could not die by force : 
Had he liv'd longer, certainly 

King Richard, in remorse, 

Had unto favour him received, 

* His' brave men elevated : 
'Tis pitty he was of life bereav'd 

By one which he so hated. sao 

A treacherous leach this fryer was. 

To let him bleed to death ; < 
And Robin was, methinks, an ass 

To trust him with his breath. 

His corps the prioress of the place, 

The next day that he dy'd. 
Caused to be buried, in mean case, 

Close by the high-way side. 

And over him she caused a stone 

To be fixt on the ground, 390 

An epitaph was set thereon, 

Wherein his name was found ; 

The date o* th' year and day also, 

She made to be set there : 
That all, who by the way did go. 

Might see it plain appear. 
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For certainly, before nor since. 

No man e're understood, 
Under the reign of any prince, 

Of one like Robin Hood. 

Full thirteen years, and something more, 

These outlaws lived thus ; 
Feared of the rich, loved of the poor : 

A thing most marvellous. 

A thing impossible to us 

This story seems to be ; «o 

None dares be now so venturous. 

But times are changed we see. 

We that live in these later days 

Of civil government. 
If need be, have an hundred ways 

Such outlaws to prevent. 

In those days men more barbarous were. 

And lived less m awe ; 
Now (god be thanked) people fear 

More to offend the law. 440 

No waring guns were then in use, 

They dreamt of no such thing ; 
Our Englishmen in fight did use 

The gallant gray-goose wing ; 
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In which activity these men, 

Through practise, were so good, 
That in those days none equal'd them, 

Especially Robin Hood. 

So that, it seems, keeping in caves. 
In woods and forests thick, 4^ 

They'd beat a multitude with staves. 
Their arrows did so prick : 

And none durst neer unto them come. 

Unless in courtesie ; 
All such he bravely would send home 

With mirth and jollity : 

Which courtesie won him such love, 

As i before have told, 
Twas the chief cause that he did prove 

More prosperous than he could. 4^0 

Let us be thankful for these times 

Of plenty, truth and peace ; 
And leave our great and horrid crimes, 

Least they cause this to cease. 

I know there's many feigned tales 

Of Robin Hood and 's crew ; 
But chronicles, which seldome fails. 

Reports this to be true. 

V. 460. i. e. than he could otherwise have been. 
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Let none then think this ia a lye, 
For, if 'twere put to th' worst, 

They may the truth of all descry 
i' th' reign of Richard the fint. 

If any reader please to try, 

As i direction show, 
The truth of this brave history, 

He'l find it true I know. 

And i shall think my labour well 
Bestow 'd to purpose good, 

Wben't shall be said that i did tell 
True tales of Robin Hood. 
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